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Commander’s Report 
By Dave Roper

 Hello everyone can you believe this year is almost half over with.
The Library will be closed to us on June 10. The next Utz Camp Meeting will be June 10 
at 1:00 pm at the American Legion Post 338 – 9655 Midland Blvd. Overland, MO. We 
are to use the Midland and Angelo Ave. gate. From 270 take Dorsett Rd. east it turns into
Midland make a left on Angelo Ave. It’s there on your left. 

The July 8 Utz Camp Meeting will be held at the Spencer St. Library at the 
Community Commons at 1:00 p.m. in room 240 or 243. The address is 427 Spencer 
Road, St. Peters, MO. (63376). It is just off Mexico Road and south of the new Menards 
Home Improvement Center. You can access Mexico Road from Interstate 70 by exiting at
Mid-Rivers Mall Drive and then go left (which is south to Mexico Road) and then go 
right (which is east to Spencer Road), or exit at Cave Springs and go south to Mexico 
Road and then west to Spencer Road. When you get to Spencer go south a few blocks to 
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Boone Hills Drive. The Community Commons Building (427 Spencer Road) is located at
the southeast corner of that intersection. Looking forward to seeing everyone there.

                      

My Confederate Ancestor: Mike Roper
     Robert Perry Roper was born October 8, 1840 in Greenville, Spartanburg, South 
Carolina. In 1860 he was living with his parents in Cumming, Forsyth, Georgia. Robert 
Roper enlisted as a Private in the Confederate Army on September 28, 1862. Robert 
enlisted in Mount Sterling, Kentucky. Robert then served with the 3rd Maryland Artillery 
before transferring to Company I 43rd Georgia Infantry. Company I was called Zillicoffer 
Guards. Robert had been wounded at Baker’s Creek Mississippi on May 16, 1863. He 
was captured at Vicksburg, Mississippi on June 4, 1863. He was paroled July 6, 1863. 
Robert was appointed 3rd Corporal on July 2, 1864. He surrendered on April 26, 1865 in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. He returned to Forsythe County Georgia. He was one of 
four brothers to fight in the War of Northern Aggression. All came back but one. Robert 
married Mary Purcell on December 3, 1865 in Forsythe County, Georgia. He and Mary 
had eight children together. He was a farmer his whole life. Hall, Georgia. He passed 
away January 16, 1962 in Chestatee, Forsyth, Georgia.  The word "Chestatee" is 
a Cherokee word meaning roughly "pine torch place" or "place of lights", because they 
would use bonfires along the riverbanks to light their torches they would then use these 
torches for hunting deer and other wild game in the forest. Robert is buried in Chestatee 
Baptist Church Cemetery in Gainesville. 

                   
 A picture of Mary and Robert Perry Roper                                                     
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The 43rd Georgia Infantry. The regiment formed in April 1862 Camp McDonald, 
Big Shanty, Georgia and was assigned to the Army of Tennessee after the battle of 
Shiloh. The regiment went into the Kentucky campaign in McCown's division; was sent 
to Mississippi, where it served with great distinction from Chickasaw Bayou to the 
surrender of Vicksburg on July 4, 1863. The regiment was exchanged in time to take part 
in the battle of Missionary Ridge.  The 43rd was in the Atlanta and Tennessee campaigns,
acquitting itself well on all occasions, and in the spring of 1865 was consolidated with the
Fortieth and Forty-first Georgia, and served through the campaign of the Carolinas under 
General Johnston, until surrendered April 26, 1865.

                                    Chaplains Corner   
By Duane Mayer

During the war, the Episcopal Church in the Confederate States was temporarily 
separated from the rest of the Episcopal Church. Though the Confederate government did
not formally authorize them, they had three printings of a Confederate Prayer Book 
printed in London. They had to be smuggled into the South and only one of the printings 
made it through the blockade.
It was titled "The Book of Common Prayer" It contained morning and evening prayers, 
the Psalms, rites and ceremonies of the Church and a few hymns. It was a paperback 
edition about 4 1/2" in height. There were several other Soldiers Prayer Books printed by 
other churches in the South, with most of the publications printed in Atlanta. Here's an 
example of a prayer contained in on of the publications:
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with they most gracious favour, and further us with 
they continued help in all of our trials and tribulations on the fields of battle. May we 
glorify they holy Name, and finally, by they mercy, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
                    

                     Upcoming Events
June 3                     Missouri Division Memorial Day Service Higginsville, MO.
*June 10       Utz Camp Meeting (meeting has been moved from library) 
June 18            Father’s Day
June 24                  Utz Camp Picnic
July 8                      Utz Camp Meeting
July 19 -22            SCV - National Reunion Memphis, TN.
August 12       Utz Camp Meeting
September 9         Utz Camp Meeting  
September 16      Shoot Out
October 14           Utz Camp Meeting
November 11      Utz Camp Meeting

*Attention the Camp meeting for June has been moved to another location due to the 
Library being closed to all function on this date. The address and direction for the June 
10, 2017 James Morgan Utz meeting:
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American Legion Post 338 – 9655 Midland Blvd. Overland, MO. We are to use the 
Midland and Angelo Av. gate. From 270 take Dorsett Rd. east it turns into Midland make
a left on Angelo Av. It’s there on your left.
 

St Louis Post dispatch 

Dozens gather in Bridgeton Cemetery for 
Confederate Memorial Day event
 By Jesse Bogan St. Louis Post-Dispatch    May 21, 2017

BRIDGETON • A group of men from the St. Louis region claiming lineage to soldiers 
who fought for the South in the Civil War gathered here Sunday for an annual 
Confederate Memorial Day event, which this year was weighed down by national 
momentum to remove statues and flags they cherish.

On Friday, city leaders in New Orleans plucked a large bronze statue of Gen. Robert E. 
Lee from a 60-foot column, the last of four Confederate monuments recently taken away 
there.
In St. Louis, there’s an ongoing push to remove a 40-ton memorial in Forest Park that 
shows a Southern soldier leaving family as he departs to war. Mayor Lyda Krewson has 
called for its removal. City Treasurer Tishaura Jones has so far raised $7,700 in an online 
fundraising campaign to speed up the process.

Bill Bowden, who founded the Sons of Confederate Veterans group that met at Fee Fee 
Cemetery on Sunday afternoon, said these actions were reminiscent of the Taliban 
blowing up enormous religious statues in Afghanistan.
“Why should we be going over there to fight the Taliban, when we have the Taliban 
trying to take down monuments in St. Louis?” said Bowden, of Warrenton. “It’s the same
thing, only they want to spin it differently.”
Bowden and some of the 35 other people who attended the event believe elected officials 
are uninformed, bound by political correctness and unwilling to sit down to hear their 
side. They say they are victims of history books that paint the Civil War into narrow 
categories — good vs. evil — when the conflict was much more nuanced.
Thousands of Missourians fought on both sides of the war.
Andrew Jackson Martin, of the St. Louis area, was with the South and lived to be 104. 
He’s one of several Confederate soldiers buried at Fee Fee Cemetery, along with service 
members from other wars.
“It’s history,” said great-grandson James Martin, 76, a retired machine operator from 
Florissant. “They should get recognized just like the Union did. They were all 
Americans.”
His wife, Brenda, had family, including some from Maine, who fought for the North. She
supports keeping all the monuments from that era in public view.
“Sweeping it under the rug isn’t going to change it,” she said. “You can’t pretend it didn’t
happen. It did.”

https://www.stltoday.com/users/profile/JBogan
http://www.scv.org/new/
https://www.gofundme.com/forest-park-monument
https://www.gofundme.com/forest-park-monument
http://www.stltoday.com/news/forest-park-confederate-monument-must-go-says-krewson-but-no/article_170de254-e8d8-563d-838e-0c3825fb48b0.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/forest-park-confederate-monument-must-go-says-krewson-but-no/article_170de254-e8d8-563d-838e-0c3825fb48b0.html
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The Sons of Confederate Veterans is a national organization that has state divisions and 
regional camps. There are about 550 members in the Missouri Division, Darrell Maples, a
former commander, said by telephone from Jefferson City. He said there had been a boost
in membership in the past couple of years motivated by “attacks on Confederate 
heritage.”
Those attacks on symbols of the Confederacy coalesced after photographs turned up in 
2015 of Dylann Roof holding a Confederate battle flag. Roof gunned down nine African-
American people at the historic Emanuel A.M.E. Church in Charleston, S.C.
“He clearly has issues and approached things from a racist point of view,” Maples said. 
“That’s certainly not what the Sons of Confederate Veterans are.”

Maples denies that slavery was the central issue of the Civil War.
“The war was fought in the South,” Maples said. “They were defending home and family.
They were (mainly) poor dirt farmers, including my own great-great-grandfather, who 
was not a slave holder, nor were any of his family who were simply trying to eke a living 
out of some pretty rough territory.”
A similar narrative was shared Sunday at Fee Fee cemetery. The Sons of Confederate 
Veterans camp, one of three in the St. Louis region, is named after Maj. James Morgan 
Utz, who is buried there.
Utz was a Confederate spy from present-day Hazelwood. He was captured in the St. 
Louis area with medicine for Southern troops. He was hanged Dec. 26, 1864, despite 
appeals from his prominent family to President Abraham Lincoln.
“Can you imagine the grief?” Bowden, the camp founder, asked the gathering.
Robert Arnold, 84, of St. Peters, said more stories about the “War of Northern 
Aggression” needed to be taught. Such as how Union war hero Gen. William Tecumseh 
Sherman led a scorched-earth campaign through Georgia and then was instrumental in 
forcing Native Americans onto reservations.
He encouraged the crowd to consider home-schooling children.
“Find out what your children are being taught and take action,” he told the crowd.

Heritage Defense Chairman MO. Division, SCV 
By Bob Arnold 

I was privileged to address the camp and our guests during our recent Confederate 
Memorial Day event at Fee fee Cemetery.  My theme was to bring quotations from some 
of our Confederate heroes into today's world, noting how they still apply.  One was Gen. 
Patrick Cleburne's fear that should we lose the war, future generations of schoolchildren 
would be taught by northern schoolteachers their version of the war.  What he said then 
has proved to be all too true. 

I went on to urge parents and grandparents to find out what our kids are being taught. 
If we don't like what they're being taught, some alternatives would be to approach their 
teachers, principals, the school board and PTA (good luck).  I added the possibilities of 
private schools or of home schooling.  

Also, take care to not alienate teenagers should we attempt to contradict what they're 
being told outside the home.  They're going through a normal developmental stage in 
which they're beginning to relate to the world outside the home - particularly with their 

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/a-look-back-confederate-spy-s-fateful-bid-to-hook/article_d3d35a95-68b5-5de6-86e1-a045d04f8705.html
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peers and schools.  To hit them with opposite history to what they're being taught has to 
be done carefully, tactfully and with the right timing   Our SCV summer camps for teens 
are good at this.  

Public schools are dictated and operated by the government. They hire, with our tax 
money consultants who are also government appointees. Teachers are trained and 
selected only as they are willing to follow the prescribed agenda. Sadly, advances in 
science and technology have been astronomical during the past fifty years or so, yet for 
the most part; students are learning less and are not as well educated as in previous 
generations.   

That agenda is teaching children that abortion is OK but not to disturb the nest of 
a spotted owl.  It's teaching them that it's OK to use either restroom.  It's teaching them 
that cursive writing is not important.   Academic standards are lowered at the expense of 
the achievers.  3rd graders are asked use to draw pictures of the Underground Railroad.   
In short, it's purposely creating robots with one goal in mind.  And that one goal is 
precisely what our forefathers took up arms to escape.    

•
• Get involved.  Find out what your student is being taught.   Their future depends 

on it. 
•
• On another subject, Alabama has just joined those states with laws against 

removal of historical monuments.  Let's each of us get on board with the efforts 
we're making to get such a law passed in Missouri.   Our future depends on that, 
too.   

                                    Cockrell’s Corner by
                          MOSB Commander Billy Bowden

Compatriots!

     May 21, 2017 our adopted camp 1815 and Cockrell Chapter 84 met at Fee Fee 
Cemetery
to honor our Confederate Soldiers.  Thanks goes out for the hard work of members who
participated and did the work of setting up and removing our Flags etc.. Special thanks 
goes out to
Compatriot Bevill, our honor guard Charles Heisinger, Rob Adelson, Lt. Commander 
Jimmy Dee Woods II, Jeff Futhey for his work on our best brochure yet and others. 
Commander Dave Roper did an excellent job of being the MC. The site as it has been for 
18 years was left spotless. We
have never left as much as a cigarette but in the grave yard. You should take great pride 
in that
as it an example of our Southern Culture. MOSB and SCV member Bob Arnold gave the 
main address and did a great job. 
     I was disappointed that more of us were not present at the event. Confederate 
Memorial Day is our Chapter and Camp's premier yearly event.
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If you can't make a single meeting you should plan to be at our Confederate Memorial 
Day Service if possible.
     We had an excellent service. We had Prayers, speechifying, flags, shooting, press 
agents, taps, singing and 
picking and grinning led by banjo playing Rob Adelson and of course our loyal 
participants and special guest Sterling Price and CofCC President Dennis Fahrig. Thanks 
for coming! 

News on dues collection

Change in dues collection - Please Read.

The SCV Executive Council made changes in the way dues are to be paid.
There is no longer a 90-day grace period. Dues are still due August 1st and 
have to to be sent to National with-in 30 days. I will begin collecting dues now.
All Camp 1815 members owe national dues with the following exceptions:
1, Douglas Neff 
2. Ethan Williams
3. John Worley
4. Billy Ed Bowden Life Member
5. Brian Douglass Life Member
6. John Lewis Life Member
 Life Members owe $10. $4 for the state and 6 for the camp

All other members make your check out for $40.00 payable to:
Camp 1815 SCV and mail to Billy Ed Bowden 2182 Paige Marie Drive,
Warrenton, MO 63383. Life Members checks will be for $10.
636-456-0009 - confedman@gmail.com

MOSB

Make your check for $45.00 payable to The James Morgan Utz camp.
Life members only send $10 - 3 for the state and 7 for the chapter.

mailto:confedman@gmail.com
tel:(636)%20456-0009


8

          4th Missouri Infantry Regimental Flag
Men who organized in Springfield, Missouri in 1862 carried the 4th Missouri Infantry 
Regimental Flag. This Confederate regiment left home to join up for service in Van Dorn's 
Army Of The West in Tennessee

The Back Page by Jeff Futhey

Vicksburg National Military Park   Missouri Memorial Rededication

                                               May 27, 2017

          The trip to Vicksburg by Jeff Futhey
Our trip to Vicksburg Mississippi started around 7:00 am Friday morning on the 

26th of May. A total of nine and a half-hours later we arrived at the hotel just minutes 
from the Military Park. After getting settled into the hotel, I needed to make a few calls to
Commander Dave Roper to find the location of the Missouri Delegation welcome dinner. 
Friends of VNMP, city of Vicksburg and Vicksburg convention & visitors bureau hosted 
the dinner. Location of the dinner was The B’nai B’rith Club 721 Clay Street Vicksburg 
Mississippi. The social hour was from 6:00 to 7:00 pm serving summer punch, several 
wines and beer. Dinner started around 7:00 o’clock and the servers brought garden green 
salad to the table. The Military Park Superintendent Bill Justice talked to the group about 
what was going to happen tomorrow during the rededication in the Park.  Then another 
Military man (forgive me I didn’t get the gentleman’s name) gave out some more 
information on the day along with the accolades for the people that put together the 
rededication. Next came a prayer and the dinner was served. We were served Plantation 
chicken, Granny’s corn pudding, storycook green beans, southern sweet tea and old south
bread pudding. After dinner the Sons of Unions Veterans past Commander Donald D. 
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Palmer Jr. gave praise to all who helped with the rededication. Three received certificates
next up Mr. Darrell Maples of the Missouri Sons of the Confederate Veterans. Darrell 
gave thanks to all who help make this joined rededication such a success. Darrell also 
mentioned he is not used to being surrounded by so much Union presence. Mr. Maples 
gave out certificates to three individuals mentioning that “In keeping with the southern 
tradition he would give the lady hers first.” Nicely done Mr. Maples. After dinner was 
over we were told to bring hats, sunscreen and water to the battlefield. There were air 
condition buses courtesy of Vicksburg that arrived around 12:00 pm to take us to the 
sight of the Missouri monument. We arrived at the drop off site and walked in less than a 
hundred yards to the monument. Walking up to the monument I was surprised to the size 
of this beautiful monument and to think it was one hundred years old. They had chairs 
lined up in front of the monument. Programs were handed out along with cold water 
bottles and complimentary fans. The afternoon was hot and humid and we were told this 
was a typical day in Mississippi. Several Men don the blue of the Union and gray of 
Confederate soldiers with their colors in hand. The Memorial had several guest speakers 
such as the SUV and SCV dignitaries, superintendent of the VNMP, Parker Hills 
Brigadier General U.S. Army, Retired and U.S. Representative Vicky Hartzler. General 
Parker Hill gave a commanding speech about his ancestors being forced into the war and 
owning no slaves. General Hills told the National Parks they could do a better job 
teaching all the history and not just slavery against the South. This brought cheers and 
applause from the crowd. General Parker said things that know one has the guts to say. 
Absolutely the highlight of the day!  Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler gave very telling 
stories of the burnt district, which she comes from in West Missouri. She talked about the
border wars and those nasty Jayhawkers. The different general orders placed on the 
people of Missouri. She gave reasons why Quantrill sacked Lawrence Kansas. Her 
daughter and husband attended the ceremony. Nora Diesel sang the Star Spangle Banner 
for the beginning of the ceremony and American Trilogy at the end of the ceremony. 
There was a closing Benediction. What a Great day!  The buses were cooled down inside 
and it felt good to ride back to the visitor center.

Located on page 11, is the refurbished monument, the young lady standing in 
front of the monument is my daughter. 
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A Legacy of Bravery and Sacrifice

History remembers the state if Missouri played a key and pivotal role in the American 
Civil War. Missouri witnessed the third largest number of engagements during the war 
(behind Virginia and Tennessee) and she sent nearly 150,000 of her sons to fight for both 
Northern and Southern causes. 

Missourians, both Union and Confederate, played a key role in both the battles and the 
eventual siege of Vicksburg. A total of 27 Union and 15 confederate regiments from 
Missouri participated in the engagement, amounting to over 15,000 men. During the 
assaults on Confederate held redans on May 19 and 22, Union troops under Col. Giles 
Smith, including the 6th and 8th Missouri Infantry regiments, faced Confederate troops 
under Col. Francis Cockrell, including five Missouri Infantry regiments and three 
Missouri artillery batteries. Eight additional Missouri Union infantry regiments under 
Col. Francis Manter and Col. Charles Woods supported the attacks north of the redans. 
Over 4,000 Union and over 3,000 Confederate casualties (killed, wounded, and missing) 
were suffered during the May 19 and 22 assaults, many of them Missourians. When 
General Pemberton final surrendered the Vicksburg garrison to General Grant on July 4, 
1863, the casualty totals included over 10,000 Union and 9,000 Confederate soldiers 
killed, wounded or missing. 

To honor the sacrifices of Missouri’s brave sons, this monument has stood for one 
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hundred years to help commemorate their stories. Stories that are now tightly woven into 
the very fabric of the American Experience. 

Restoration of the Monument
 In 2015 the National Park Service received $413,600 in appropriation for rehabilitation 
of the Missouri State Memorial. The National Park Service’s Historic Preservation 
training center and Vicksburg National Military Park staff performed all historic 
preservation treatments on the structure.

On-site work began February 2016 and concluded on May 2017. The memorial was 
thoroughly washed clean; all loose and deteriorating mortar joints were removed and 
repointed; localized damage to the granite elements were fabricated and replaced; the 
plaza stones where removed and the reset; and all the bronze features were waxed and 
buffed.

                    

  
 Name this Confederate General
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Answers to last month’s questions 
Last Months General    William Joseph Hardee

Which Confederate general was believed to have personally killed more men than any 
other American General?

Rambunctious Nathan Bedford Forrest called “that devil Forest “ by the Union

What is the world’s best selling novel about the confederacy?

Gone with the wind,

What was the “Queen City” of the confederacy?

Richmond, Virginia

Notable Nicknames
Who was Uncle Joe?    Gen Joseph E. Johnston
Who was “Old Reliable?    Gen. William J. Hardee
The complete book of confederate trivia by J. Stephen Lang
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