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Commander’s Call  
By Dave Roper 

 

It feels good to get back to y’all. We had a good turnout for the Flag Rally. We 

received a better response than the first time we did it. The speaker from the last camp 

meeting, Dianna Moran, did an awesome job. Everyone in attendance really enjoyed her 

presentation. The next camp meeting will be April 8. We are doing something different 

this meeting. We will have a War Between the States display and discussion. Current and 

past re-enactors are bringing things for display. We have advertised this event to be open 

to the public. Those that have uniforms need to wear them. Everyone needs to show up at 

this event. We will need door greeters, people to explain the flags, some to explain the 

displays, sell raffle tickets and flags, and to work the recruiting table. So we do need 

everyone there.  

So please bring you friends and family members especially your sons, mother, 

wife, girlfriends and daughters. Invite everyone you know, let’s fill up the room. All 

camp meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in room 240 

or 243. The address is 427 Spencer Road, St. Peters, MO. (63376). It is just off Mexico 

Road and south of the new Menards Home Improvement Center. You can access Mexico 

Road from Interstate 70 by exiting at Mid-Rivers Mall Drive and then go left (which is 

south to Mexico Road) and then go right (which is east to Spencer Road), or exit at Cave 

Springs and go south to Mexico Road and then west to Spencer Road. When you get to 

Spencer go south a few blocks to Boone Hills Drive. The Community Commons Building 

(427 Spencer Road) is located at the southeast corner of that intersection. Looking 

forward to seeing everyone there. 

 

 My Confederate Ancestor, Brian Cook 
 By Dave Roper 

 

   William A. Rowden was born in 1829 in Blount, Tennessee. He married Matilda 

Wiseman on April 22, 1847 in Osage, Missouri. They had three children together. 

William enlisted in the Confederate Army as a Private in Company I 8th Regiment 

Missouri Infantry on August 18, 1862 in Harrisonville, Cass, Missouri by Colonel 

Thompson. He was captured in the Battle of Helena in Phillips, Arkansas on July 4,1863 

and sent to Alton Madison, Illinois military prison. William was received at the prison 

hospital on October 2, 1863 and returned to quarters on October 17, 1863. He had the 

disease epistaxis (severe nose bleeds). He was a Corporal when he was captured. He was 

transferred to Fort Delaware February 29, 1864. William was received at Fort Delaware 

March 5, 1864. He was paroled and forwarded to City Point, Virginia for exchange 

February 27, 1865. He was admitted on March 2, 1865 at Wayside Hospital in Richmond, 

Virginia. Rowden was forwarded to Brigadier General Francis Cockrell. William passed 

away in 1867 in Vienna Maries, Missouri. 
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 Military Order of Stars and Bars 
Francis Marion Cockrell Corner Submitted by Commander Billy Ed Bowden 
 

GLASGOW — Capt. Clifton D. Holtzclaw, who defiantly taunted Union troops after the 

June 17, 1861, Battle of Boonville and became a terror to Radical Unionists in Central 

Missouri in 1864, ended his war when he surrendered with two followers. 

Holtzclaw was captured after the fight at Boonville, which was small and brief but 

decisive in thwarting secessionist hopes in Missouri. On June 28, 1861, under the title “A 

Game Young Man — What is His Name?,” the Columbia Missouri Statesman described 

a prisoner who refused to repent his allegiance to the South. 

Instead, “opening his breast and striking it,” he said “ ‘here is as good a heart as ever beat 

in the bosom of mortal man,’ and they might shoot him now for he had no apologies to 

make.” 

The “Game Young Man,” was revealed as Holtzclaw in the July 26, 1861, edition 

of the Statesman. 

Holtzclaw, 36, was the oldest of five sons of James and Lucinda Holtzclaw of Howard 

County. When he surrendered, he told Capt. Martin Lyle, provost marshal, he was an 

officer in a company of rangers, sworn into service March 2 at Washington, Ark. 

Exactly three years earlier, on March 2, 1862, he and brothers John, Benjamin, James and 

William, joined Company G, 6th Missouri Infantry, at Cove Creek; Ark. William was 

elected second lieutenant of the company. 

In September 1862, after all five survived the Battle of Elk Horn Tavern 

( Pea Ridge) and crossed the Mississippi River, Clifton Holtzclaw was detached for 

recruiting duty. 

William Holtzclaw was the first brother to be killed, falling at the Oct. 3, 1862, Battle of 

Corinth. 

John Holtzclaw and Benjamin Holtzclaw died during the siege of Vicksburg, on May 29, 

1863, and June 20, 1863, respectively. James was severely wounded at Vicksburg and 

captured by Union troops on Nov. 30, 1864, at Altoona, Tenn. 

Their father, James Holtzclaw, was born in 1797 in Kentucky and settled in Howard 

County in the 1820s. On Sept. 3, 1863, a squad of Company A, 9th Missouri State Militia 

Cavalry, took the elder Holtzclaw from his home on the premise of forcing him to lead 

them to Clifton Holtzclaw’s camp. 

Before they left the farmyard, a soldier shot James Holtzclaw in the head, killing him 

instantly. 

By that time, Clifton Holtzclaw had established himself as a feared guerrilla leader. In 

summer 1864, he was most active in Howard, Chariton and Linn counties. His band was 

blamed for the death of a dozen Radical Unionists in Linn and Chariton counties, men 

killed in retaliation for the murder of six to 10 men by Jacob Terman, also known as 

Harry Truman. 

Holtzclaw unsuccessfully attempted to ambush Brig. Gen. Clinton Fisk on July 9, 1864, 

on the road from Fayette to Glasgow. Warned in time, Fisk’s escort surprised Holtzclaw 

in a fight that killed three guerrillas. 

In his statement to Lyle, Holtzclaw claimed to have been a regular Confederate officer 

throughout the war and denied being a guerrilla. 

SOURCES: Missouri State Archives; State Historical Society of Missouri 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
 

Singing was a popular pastime both in camp and while marching. Here are some of the 

more popular songs of Southern soldering: 

 

Dixie 

Bonnie Blue Flag 

God save the South 

Lorena 

My old Kentucky home 

Richmond is a hard road to travel 

Goober peas 

Rose of Alabamy 

Jine the cavalry 

Cheer, boys cheer! 

Somebody's darling 

Stonewall Jackson's Way 

Southern Soldier boy 

 

Upcoming Events 
April 8                        Utz Camp Meeting 

April 21 & 22             Missouri Division Reunion – Fulton, MO. 

May 21                     Utz Camp Memorial Service 1:00 PM Fee Fee Cemetery 

May No                      Camp Meeting  

May 14             Mother’s Day 

June 3                         Missouri Division Memorial Day Service Higginsville, MO. 

*June 10             Utz Camp Meeting (meeting has been moved from library)  

June 24                       Utz Camp Picnic 

June 18                  Father’s Day 

July 8                         Utz Camp Meeting 

July 19 -22                 SCV - National Reunion Memphis, TN. 

August 12            Utz Camp Meeting 

September 9               Utz Camp Meeting   

October 14                 Utz Camp Meeting 

 

*Attention the Camp meeting for June has been moved to another location due to the 

Library being closed to all function on this date. The address and direction to the June 10 

2017 James Morgan Utz and Francis Marion Cockrell meeting is below. 

 

American Legion Post 338 – 9655 Midland Blvd. Overland, MO. We are to use the 

Midland and Angelo Av. gate.,From 270 take Dorsett Rd. east it turns into Midland make 

a left on Angelo Av. It’s there on your left. 
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Camp News 
*March Meeting Dianne Moran Portrayed Outspoken Mary Chesnut. 

Dianne has been performing Mary Boykin Chesnut for seventeen years with 

portrayals for Living History Chautauquas in Illinois, Arkansas, and communities 

throughout Missouri, and Ohio. Dianne is honored to be a speaker for the MO 

Humanities Council, performer for MO Arts Council and Arts Teacher for Springboard to 

Learning/Young Audiences of St. Louis and Kansas City. Mo funding is available for her 

variety of Living History and Naturalist Portrayals. 

 

*2017 MO. Division Reunion, April 21 &22, 2017 

 
Travis Archie Camp Commander of Campbell's Company #2252 will be our 

speaker Friday evening. The Women's tour Saturday morning will be the Downtown 

Fulton "The Brick District", Art House, Brick District Playhouse, Kingdom of Callaway 

Historical Society Museum and several retail shops. The afternoon tour we will visit 8-10 

of the Gray Ghost Trail interpretive panels in Callaway County and if time allows The 

Battle of Moore's Mill and the mass gravesite also if time allows the Halton Cemetery. 

All tours will have free bus to take everyone around.  

 

*Camp members, our gun raffle is winding down and the drawing will be at the 2017 

MO. Division reunion. 

 

*Our March meeting was brief due to the fact that our guest speaker was going to need 

time for her portrayal presentation and questions at the end of her presentation. No 

motions were taken. Commander Dave Roper reminded the camp of upcoming events. 

Most of the discussion on the floor was concerning the flag rally March 4TH at Spencer 

Rd. overpass St. Peter’s, MO. 

  

*Welcome Mr. Cook into the Military Order of the Stars and Bars 

 

Compatriot Cook: 

 

Congratulations.  You are now a member of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars.  

  

Your membership application was approved on February 28, 2017, based upon your 

verified relationship to Brig. Gen. John Echols.  Your membership number is XXXX, and 

you are assigned to the General Francis Marion Cockrell Chapter No. 84, Missouri.  

  

Should you have any questions regarding your membership, please feel free to contact 

me. 

  

Sincerely, 

Byron E. Brady, DCS, Manager 

Military Order of the Stars and Bars 

International Headquarters, Raleigh, NC 
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Heritage Defense  

By Bob Arnold 

Most of us are aware of the sea battle in 1862 between the world's first ironclads, 

which changed overnight the nature of navies around the world.  But we may not be 

aware of the two men who designed those two vessels.  The man who designed the USS 

Monitor Union ironclad, John Ericsson, hated the U.S. navy, but was contracted to save 

it, and the man who designed the CSS Merrimac (Virginia) Confederate ironclad, Stephen 

Mallory, had been a former U. S. Senator and naval man but was contracted to destroy it. 

 

Rewind back to the year 1845.   A Swedish inventor having migrated to the 

United States, John Ericsson came up with a propeller driven boat design which he hoped 

to sell to the U. S. military.  During the demonstration a gun exploded, killing the then 

U.S. Secretary of the Navy, the U.S. Secretary of State and four other 

onlookers.  Ericsson, in his arrogance, then submitted an invoice to the U.S. Congress for 

his labor and materials, which remained, of course, unpaid. Through the years his anger 

and resentment increased against the U.S. government, while at the same time he became 

the subject of jokes and verbal abuse.   

 

Fast forward to 1861.  When the southern states seceded, Confederate States 

President Jefferson Davis as his Secretary of the Navy appointed Stephen Mallory, a 

southerner who had served in the U. S. Senate.  Immediate plans were made to construct 

an ironclad vessel to destroy the Union's all-wooden ships' naval blockade of southern 

ports. Mallory selected the hull of the Merrimac, laying in waste at that time in the harbor 

at Norfolk, VA, and began to build upon it.   

 

Word leaked to the feds what the Confederacy was doing, so the Union, with little 

time to spare had to make plans to counter.  Ericsson, a vain but unusually brilliant man, 

and living in hate of the U. S. navy, thought that he could design an all-metal vessel, and 

so offered himself to the Union government in spite of his lasting resentment from the 

incident of sixteen years prior, and the government reluctantly agreed that Ericsson was 

perhaps the only person available to them who was capable of the task.   His only 

condition was that he'd have Lincoln's assurance that no one would interfere with his 

design, or attempt to change it in any way.  Lincoln, with his back to the wall time wise, 

agreed.  His vessel was not an "ironclad" over wood, but was instead made entirely of 

metal.  Viewers described it as a cheese box on a shingle.  It had only two guns, which 

most considered to be madness.  The sea would ride over it's hull, and there was 

prediction that it would sink upon launch - January 30, 1862.  Instead, it actually floated, 

and though difficult to steer, gradually made it's way 400 miles south to encounter its 

rival, the Confederate ironclad, renamed the Virginia. 

 

Meanwhile the completed Virginia was wreaking havoc among the federal ships 

in Norfolk's harbor.   She had sunk the USS Cumberland and the USS Congress, and had 

damaged and run aground the USS Minnesota before taking off for the night and 

preparing to finish her off the next day.   
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But the next day the USS Monitor came upon the scene, and the rest is 

history.  The two metal boats shot at each other, sometimes hull against hull, for four and 

a half hours without serious damage to either vessel, after which the Virginia withdrew to 

her dock, and the Monitor remained in position in the harbor.  The two vessels never 

again met.  Two months later Federal ground troops neared Norfolk, so the Confederates 

in retreat blew up the Virginia rather than leave her in enemy hands.  Ten months later 

the Monitor sank in a storm off North Carolina.  

 

Northern shipyards began building ships of metal, and installing metal plate over 

their wooden ones.  The battle between the Monitor and the Virginia changed the 

construction of naval vessels worldwide.  A southern politician had changed naval 

warfare forever, and an eccentric, who hated the U.S. Navy, had saved it.    

 

Source - taken from the book, That's Not In My American History Book by Thos. Ayres.  
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The Back Page 
By Jeff Futhey 

 

Name this Confederate General 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Confederate President 
“I tried all in my power to avert this war. I saw it coming, for twelve years I 
worked night and day to prevent it, but I could not. The North was mad and 
blind; it would not let us govern ourselves, and so the war came, and now it must 
go on unless you acknowledge our right to self government. We are not fighting 
for slavery. We are fighting for Independence.” 
President Jefferson Davis, CSA  

Answer to last Month’s Questions 
 

Name this confederate Colonel.     John Singleton Mosby 

 
What confederate General fled his home in St. Louis because of 
local anti-Confederate feelings? 
Answer.  Daniel Marsh Frost 
 
What Honor did the Confederacy give to the granddaughter of the 
former president John Tyler? 
Answer. Raising the first Confederate flag over the capitol in 
Montgomery. 
 
What general was Gen. A.P. Hill brother- in –law? 
Answer. John Hunt Morgan 
(Source-The Complete Book of Confederate Trivia by Stephen Lang) 
 
 

 

April Trivia 
 
Who was “the photographer of the confederacy”? 
 
What were ‘songsters”? 
 
What general said,” I don’t believe we can have an 
army without music’? 
 
What devout general, who loved to sing hymns, was 
notoriously tone-deaf? 
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