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Commander Call: February 2017 
 

Hello, Compatriots can you believe that the first month of this year is 

almost over? By the time you get this Utz Camp Pot Luck will be over with. 

We are looking for some new Camp activities to replace some that we have 

done in the past or just add some more things to do. One Camp Member told 

me that they felt like they are missing family when all we do is have a Camp 

Meeting once a month. The December Camp Meeting was the last one we 

had. We had the largest amount of people (37) attend our Camp Meeting. 

The next Camp Meeting will be February 11, 2017. Duane Mayer will be 

our Speaker. It will be held at the Community Commons/Spencer Road 

Library Room 243 at 1:00 p.m. All Camp Meetings are held on the second 

Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in room 240 or 243. The address is 427 

Spencer Road, St, Peters, Missouri (63376). It is just off Mexico Road and 

south of the new Menards Home Improvement Center. You can access 

Mexico Road from Interstate 70 by exiting at Mid-Rivers Mall Drive and 

then go left (which is south to Mexico Road) and then go right (which is east 

to Spencer Road), or exit at Cave Springs and go south to Mexico Road and 

then west to Spencer Road. When you get to Spencer go south a few blocks 

to Boone Hills Drive. The Community Commons Building (427 Spencer 

Road) is located at the southeast corner of that intersection. Looking forward 

to seeing everyone there. 

 

 

My Confederate Ancestor By Owen Brown 
  John A. Gentle was born in November 1830 in North Carolina. He 

married Nancy C. Eades in 1854 in North Carolina. They had three children 

together. John Enlisted in the Confederate Army as a Private on September 

1, 1863 at Camp Vance North Carolina. He was in Company A 34th 

Regiment North Carolina Infantry. In May and June of 1864 he was reported 

missing in action. John was captured May 23, 1864 at North Anna River, 

Hanover, North Carolina. He was sent to Point Lookout, Maryland prison 

camp. He was exchanged on March 11, 1865 at Point Royal, Virginia. He 

was a farmer before and after the War. He and his family moved to Mill 

Spring, Wayne, Missouri before 1880. John passed away in 1905 in Wayne 

County, Missouri. He is buried in Otter Creek Cemetery in Wayne County, 

Missouri. His wife Nancy is buried in Mill Springs Cemetery in Mill 

Springs, Wayne, Missouri. 



Some of the History of the 34th Regiment North Carolina           
During the time John was with his Unit. 

In October, 1863, Lee learned that sizable reinforcements had been sent 

from the Army of the Potomac to strengthen the forces of General William S. 

Rosecrans near Chattanooga; he therefore took the offensive against the 

weakened Army of the Potomac, which began to retreat. Elements of Hill's 

corps suffered severe casualties in heavy fighting at Bristoe Station on October 

14th; however, Scale's brigade had been detailed a few days earlier to guard the 

corps wagon train at Buckland and so tooange, Court Hose k no part in the 

battle. The Federals completed there with drawl unmolested. 

Lee retired to the Rappahannock River and, after the battles at 

Rappahannock Bridge and Kelly's Ford on November 7th, fell back to the 

Rapidan. On November 26th the Federal Commander, General George G. 

Meade, began moving his army to cross the Rapidan below Lee's position, and 

Lee shifted his forces eastward to intercept the Federals. By November 29th 

Lee's men were strongly entrenched at Mine Run, and Meade, unable to locate 

a vulnerable point against which to launch an attack, also began entrenching. 

On the morning of December 2nd Lee sent an attack force composed of 

Wilcox's and Richard H. Anderson's divisions against what he believed to be an 

exposed Federal flank, however, when the Confederates moved out they 

discovered that the Federal army had retreated. A pursuit was undertaken, but 

Meade recrossed the Rapidan safely. Both armies went into winter quarters. 

The 34th Regiment spent the winter of 1863-1864 in camp with the brigade 

near Orange Court House N.C. During that time the decimated ranks of the 

regiment were partially refilled, mostly with recruits in their early forties. 

The brigade was still in camp near Orange Court House on the morning 

of May 4th, 1864, when the Army of the Potomac, under the strategic direction 

of General U.S. Grant, began crossing the lower Rapidan and entered a thicket- 

and vine-choked woods of dense scrub oak and pine known as the Wilderness. 

When news of Grant's crossing was received, Lee ordered Hill's corps to move 

eastward from Orange Court House by the Orange Plank Road while Ewell's 

corps, south of Moreton's Ford, moved in a parallel direction on Hill's left on 

the Orange Turnpike. Longstreet's corps, near Gordonsville, was instructed to 

move up on Hill's right on the Carthapin road. 

On the morning of May 5th Hill's column, with Heth's division in the 

lead, came upon Federal cavalry near Parker's Store and succeeded in forcing 

the enemy back. Immediately north of Hill, on the Orange Turnpike, Ewell 



encountered the enemy in corps strength. Hill ordered Heth's division to deploy 

in line of battle across the Orange Plank Road and directed Wilcox to lead his 

division off to the left to make contact with Ewell's right. Wilcox posted Scale's 

and Samuel McGowan's brigades on a low eminence known as Chewning 

Plateau and moved his other two brigades, under James H. Lane and Edward L. 

Thomas, further to the left to link up with Ewell. 

At 4.00 pm on May 5th elements of the Federal II Corps assaulted Heth's 

line in such strength the Heth was forced to commit his reserve brigade and call 

for reinforcements. Scale's and McGowan's brigades were ordered to Heth's 

assistance and were followed by the brigades of Lane and Thomas. After severe 

fighting during which Scale and Lane's brigades thwarted a Federal effort to 

turn the Confederate flank, the outnumbered defenders were able to stabilize 

their precarious position. Darkness brought an end to the fighting, and during 

the night Hill's line was reformed. 

Scale's brigade was in the right-center of the first line with its left on the 

Orange Plank Road; Thomas's and Davis's Brigades were to Scale's left and 

McGowen's Brigade to his right. Three additional brigades were in position 

behind the first line, and a Cooke's Brigade was in reserve. 

At 5.00 am the next morning, May 6th, Federal columns struck Hill's 

line in the center and left flank. Thirteen Federal brigades fell upon Hill's eight 

brigades with such abruptness and violence that there was scarcely time for 

resistance. Scale's and McGowen's brigades broke, and the entire Confederate 

line fell back in disorder. The second line was unable to hold also, and a 

general rout followed. Only the timely arrival of Longstreet's corps, moving up 

at the double-quick to reinforce Hill, prevented the collapse of the right wing of 

Lee's army. The Federal assault was blunted and driven back, and Hill's men, 

after re-forming behind Longstreet, were dispatched to the vicinity of 

Chewning Plateau to close a gap between Longstreet and Ewell. The battle 

continued on Longstreet's front until darkness brought an end to the fighting. 

Grant moved his Army away from the Wilderness and tried to get 

between Lee's Army and his bases at Richmond. Lee anticipated the move and 

sent two of his corps to block the move. The two armies came together once 

again at Spotsylvania Court House. 

Late on the evening of May 7th the Federals launched a sudden, violent 

attack against Ewell's "Mule Shoe" position, overran the apex of the line, and 

began driving the survivors back. Lane's brigade then counterattacked along the 

right side of the salient and, reinforced by Scale's and Thomas's brigades and 



further assisted by a counter-attack on the left and center of the salient, forced 

the enemy to retire; however, the Federals were able to entrench on the 

opposite of the Confederate breastworks, and hand-to-hand fighting raged 

throughout the day. After a new line was completed at the base of the "Mule 

Shoe", the Confederates fell back to that position. Scale's brigade, along with 

the other brigades of Wilcox's division, the returned to its original works. After 

several unsuccessful attempts against the Confederate line at Spotsylvania 

Court House, Grant began moving his army quietly eastward. On May 21st a 

probing attack by the brigades of Scales and Thomas revealed, after a sharp 

skirmish, that the Federals had abandoned their works. Lee then began shifting 

his army eastward to the North Anna River at a point just north of Hanover 

Junction, where he blocked the Federal route of advance. General Hill, who had 

returned to the command of his corps on May 21st, positioned his troops on the 

left of the North Anna line on May 22nd. Grant then moved his army up to the 

North Anna opposite Lee's defenses, and on May 23rd a Federal corps, under 

General G.K. Warren, crossed the river at Jericho Mills. Hill ordered Wilcox's 

division forward to oppose the Federal advance, and Wilcox, deploying his 

division with three brigades on the front line and Scale's brigade behind the left 

brigade, attacked. As the division moved forward, the left brigade gave way. 

Scale's brigade then moved into the front line but did not advance further. After 

heavy fighting, during whom his division sustained six hundred and forty two 

casualties, Wilcox failed in his effort to drive Warren back into the river. At 

nightfall Wilcox's men retired to their works. Casualties in the 34th Regiment 

NC Troops were not reported.  

 

            
 

Camp 1815 Potluck dinner a large success 
 

The camp dinner was well attended along with good food. Jim 
Erhard won the overall shoot off. The new officers were sworn in for 
positions. Several awards were given out to camp members for their 
participation in the camp duties. Everyone had a great time.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Upcoming Events: 
February 11               Utz Camp Meeting – Speaker Duane Mayer 
*March 4                       SCV National Flag Day – 1:00 P.M. Kearney MO. 
March 11                     Utz Camp Meeting – Speaker Dianne Moran  
March 18                     Jefferson Barracks Swap Meet – 9:00 – 5:00  
April 8                          Utz Camp Meeting 
April 21 & 22             Missouri Division Reunion – Fulton, MO. 
May 21              Utz Camp Memorial Service 1:00 PM Fee Fee Cemetery 
May No                        Camp Meeting  
May 14 –       Mother’s Day 
June 3 -             Missouri Division Memorial Day Service Higginsville, MO. 
June 10 Utz                 Camp Meeting 
June 24                         Utz Camp Picnic 
June 18            Father’s Day 
July 8                             Utz Camp Meeting 
July 19 -22                   SCV - National Reunion Memphis, TN. 
August 8        Utz Camp Meeting 
* Saturday March 4, 2017   Time: 1:00 PM Confederate Flag Day across the 

Confederacy Place: The James Farm Historic Site in Clay County Missouri. Home of 

Frank and Jesse James 

 

Chaplains Corner By Duane Mayer 
 
Margaret Preston, who many consider the poetess of the Confederacy, wrote this about 

Chaplains during the war: 

 

“The Chaplain advances with reverent face, 

Where lies a felled oak, he has chosen his place. 

On the stump of van ash tree the bible he lays, 

And they bow on the grass, as he solemnly prays. 

 

The bible is open and stillness profound, 

Brooks over listeners scattered around. 

And warning, and comfort, and blessing, and balm, 

Distill the beautiful words of the Psalm. 

 

Then simply and earnestly pleading, his face 

Lit up with a persuasive and eloquent grace. 

The Chaplain pours forth from the warmth of his heart, 

His words of entry and truth, here they part.” 



Lee Jackson Dinner at the Lake of the Ozarks 
 

Camp 1815 James Morgan UTZ members and guest 
 

 
 

Left Front Row: Gene Dressel, Mary Hause, Christie and Steve Pfeil 

 

Left Back Row: Jeff Futhey, Dave and Cindy Roper, and Chris Holmes 

 
   

The guest speaker for the March meeting is Dianne Moran. She will portray 

Mary Chesnut.  



Dianne Moran 
 

 
 

Outspoken and often criticized for her radical opinions, Mary Chesnut wrote one 

of the finest chronicles of the American Civil War, “Diary From Dixie.” As wife of South 

Carolina Senator, James Chesnut, she was privy to much of the Confederate war 

ideology, as an outspoken and intelligent woman, she openly attacked the tenets of 

slavery. Her diary would become one of the most quoted modern day sources of the war 

years, reflecting not only viewpoints of privileged Confederates but the common man as 

well. 

Dianne has been performing Mary Boykin Chesnut for 17 years with portrayals 

for Living History Chautauquas in Illinois, Arkansas, and communities throughout 

Missouri and Ohio. Dianne is honored to be a speaker for the MO Humanities Council, 

performer for MO Arts Council and Arts Teacher for Springboard to Learning/Young 

Audiences of St. Louis and Kansas City. Mo funding is available for her variety of Living 

History and Naturalist Portrayals. 

 

I've read Mary Chesnut's seminal work three times, cover to cover, and have 

referred to it often while researching my books. Mary's diary and daily journals were 



entrusted to a friend when Mary was near death. Mary frequently mentioned, in her 

writing, that she thought that the diary might one day be published, and in 1904 the 

project was begun. It is, admittedly, edited, but even so provides rich detail, from a "kid 

shoes on the ground" perspective. Mary was intelligent, perspicacious, and fully versed in 

the political issues of the day, notably given that her husband, James Chesnut, was a U.S. 

senator, pre-war, and a signatory of the Constitution of the Confederate States of America 

and then a Confederate general. He was also an immediate of Confederate President 

Jefferson Davis. Mary's diary entries, which sometimes ramble a bit, give us an intimate 

view of just how life in the South was at first a party-like atmosphere, immediately post-

secession, but then degraded into the hard-scrabble existence that finally reached into 

even the most affluent families, the Chesnuts included. I recommend this as a book that 

can be read for the academic value it provides and also as a primary resource for those 

who are engaged in researching and writing about the Civil War. Jan Kovarik, The 

McCullough Saga 

 

Mary Boykin Chesnut  

Outspoken and often criticized for her radical opinions, Mary Chesnut wrote one 

of the finest chronicles of the American Civil War, “Diary From Dixie.” As wife of South 

Carolina Senator, James Chesnut, she was privy to much of the Confederate war 

ideology, as an outspoken and intelligent woman, she openly attacked the tenets of 

slavery. Her diary would become one of the most quoted modern day sources of the war 

years, reflecting not only viewpoints of privileged Confederates but the common man as 

well.  

Dianne has been performing Mary Boykin Chesnut for 17 years with portrayals 

for Living History Chautauquas in Illinois, Arkansas, and communities throughout 

Missouri and Ohio. Dianne is honored to be a speaker for the MO Humanities Council, 

performer for MO Arts Council and Arts Teacher for Springboard to Learning/Young 

Audiences of St. Louis and Kansas City. Mo funding is available for her variety of Living 

History and Naturalist Portrayals.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/jan.kovarik.560
https://www.facebook.com/mcculloughsaga/
https://www.facebook.com/mcculloughsaga/


Heritage Defense By Bob Arnold  
 
Camp Commander Roper recently circulated an email to camp members 
regarding the City of St. Louis's latest outcry and intention to move or to bury the 
Confederate monument in Forest Park, referring to it as "representing 
slavery".  With the authority of Missouri Div. Commander Keith Daleen and as the 
Division's Heritage Defense Chair, in the name of the SCV, I responded to the 
City's committee to "review" the monument by mail.   
 
I gave the man a short history lesson, but also implied the threat of a boycott 
against Grant's Cabin, a major, money making tourist attraction, owned and 
operated by Anheuser-Busch brewery, which is one of the City's largest 
employers and tax payers.  Grant's Cabin was built by none other than Union 
Commander and future president of the United States, Ulysses S. Grant, using 
his family's slave labor.  As a tourist attraction today, it includes the original 
home, gift shop, exotic animals and is one of the homes for the Clysdale horses. 
My implied threat would be a boycott of Grant's Cabin on account of its slave 
history. The public, of course, is totally ignorant of it's slave history.  Purposely 
kept ignorant of it.   
 
What the camp should know is that the implied threat is very real.  Should our 
monument in Forest Park be disturbed in any way, shape or form, we will then 
take action via press releases, sidewalk marches, pamphlets, etc., any and every 
way we can think of, to initiate a boycott of Grant's Cabin because of it's slave 
background.  We may even be able to enlist the help of the NAACP in our effort.   
 
I’ve sent a second letter to the Public Relations Dept. at Anheuser-Busch alerting 
the brewery to the fact that their name has come up in the debate over the 
monument, and that a pending boycott of their tourist attraction will be attacked if 
that monument is disturbed.  I ended by saying that they may or may not do 
anything about, up to them, but recommended that they have a sit-down session 
with the Mayor.  
 
I've sent copies of both letters to the other camps in the St. Louis metro area, to 
our Army T-M representative and to Mr. Carl Jones, Heritage Operations, 
SCV.    This is fighting fire with fire, and is attacking their pocket book, which 
besides political correctness may be the only thing those people 
understand.  We'll see what develops.   
 
Bob Arnold 
 
 
 
 

The Back Page  



Hello Compatriots just finished reading a book called ‘Truths of History’ 
 
Originally published in 1920, Mildred Lewis Rutherford gives a fair, unbiased, impartial, 

unprejudiced and conscientious study of history to secure a peaceful settlement of many 

perplexing questions now causing contention between the north and the south. 

 

I would like listing few interesting quotes, Headlines and book quotations from the book 

itself. 

 

Lincoln, when asked how he could advocate coercion, replied: “ What is to become of 

my revenue in New York if there is a ten per cent. at Charleston?” 

 

Ex-Governor Reynolds, Illinois, December 28, 1860: “ I am heart and soul with the 

south. She is right in principle from the constitution.” 

 

The Mississippi Convention sent a commissioner to Maryland and when asked what was 

the intention of the Southern States by secession, (Shaffner’s “secession War,” London 

1862) he replied:  

 

“Session is not intended to break up the present government but to perpetuate it, Our plan 

is to withdraw from the Union in order to allow amendments our just rights. If the 

Northern States will not make these amendments- then we must secure them ourselves by 

a government of our own” 

 

William Seward to London Times Correspondent, Mr. Russell,  

 

April 4, 1861: 

 “It would be contrary to the spirit of the American Government to use force to 

subjugate to the South” 

 

(Moore’s History of Slavery)  

The last State to legislate against the slave trade was Massachusetts. The British 

Encyclopedia says New Jersey. The Last slave ship to sail from the United States was the 

Nightinagle from Massachusetts in 1861. She secured a cargo of 900 Africans, and was 

captured by the Saratoga under the Captain Guthrie, April 21, 1861, after Fort Sumter 

had been fired on. There is no record that any punishment followed this violation of the 

law. 

 

Let it be remembered that no Southern Man ever owned a slave ship. No Southern Man 

ever commanded a slave ship. No Southern Man ever went to Africa for slaves.  
  
All these quotes came from Truths of History Presented by Mildred Lewis Rutherford 
 
 
 
 
 

Name this confederate General 



 

 

Last month’s trivia questions  
 
The name of the pictured General 
General Joseph Wheeler. 
 
MO. Confederate trivia was there an Area in 
MO. called Dixie answer     True 
 
How many sets of twins did john Bell father 
after the war? Answer three sets 
 
What state was William Quantrill killed in? 
KY. 

This month’s confederate trivia  
 
What type of Norhtherns were called “butternuts? 
 
According to a law of the Confederate Congress passed in1862what was to be published 
after each battle to recognize particular brave soldiers? 
 
Who received breakfast first men or horses? 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

"If I ever disown, repudiate, or apologise for the Cause for which 

Lee fought and Jackson died, let the lightnings of Heaven rend me, 

and the scorn of all good men and true women be my portion. Sun, 

moon, and stars, all fall on me when I cease to love the 

Confederacy. 'Tis the Cause, not the fate of the Cause, that is 

glorious!"  

--- Major R.E. Wilson, CSA 


