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Commander’s Call: 

      Hello, this year is really flying by it’s almost half over already. We had a great 
Memorial Day Service, and I like to thank Bill Bowden for all his hard work. And I 
like to thank all the speakers that did a fantastic job. Telling us about their Camp 
namesakes. So thanks Ray Cobb, Gene Dressel, Gale Red and Jimmy Woods.  
      I received a very important email from a distant niece of Major James  
Morgan Utz Cathy Lou Mosbacher, who lives in California. She came across our 
Camp website.  
 

Dear Cmdr. Roper, 
     I am happy to say I have found my Confederate ancestor, James Morgan Utz, 
and was so proud to see a "Camp" of the Sons of the Confederate Veterans 
named for him. 
     My Grandma used to tell us all that we had an ancestor who was "hanged as a 
Confederate spy". As a small child I thought it sounded like a fairy tale and as I 
grew older I began to wonder if there had been a lot of embellishment of the 
legend. 
     I was born and raised in Southern California, Los Angeles, to be exact. My 
parents moved the family to So. Lake Tahoe, Ca. when I was in high school and 
later, after marrying, I moved to the central coast and now live in Santa Cruz,Ca. 
     About twenty years ago I started participating yearly in a local Civil War Re-
enactment that is held over the Memorial Day weekend at an 1880's narrow gauge 
railroad tourist attraction called Roaring Camp Railroad. I portray a Confederate 
woman on the "home-front" working with my spinning wheels. Joining in this 
event revived the interest in the old stories about my 3rd great uncle James Utz. 
With some help from my sister (she's the real family historian) I started on a quest 
to find out if the legend lived up to the stories. 
     Well, to make a long story short, with the help of Mr. Northcott of the Missouri 
Historical Society, I was able to verify all that my Grandma had told us and to put 
some flesh on the bones of James' story. I was sent a copy of the newspaper 
article about his capture, trial and hanging and the records of the Military 
Commission proceedings. Through the internet and "Fold3" I have gotten even 
more information, including that the Sons of the Confederate Veterans keep’s his 
good name alive! 
     I have one more element of his story to pursue. My mother remembers as a 
small child visiting with an aunt in St. Louis and being allowed to put on her 
fingers some small rings inlaid with small bits of metal in the shapes of diamonds 
and chevrons. She was told they were made by James Utz as he awaited his trial 
in prison. She remembers them quite clearly and being told that they were made 
from the buttons from his uniform. Supposedly they were given to a museum in 
the St. Louis area, but we were never told what museum that might be. 
     I am on a quest to find those rings and once found to bring my mother, who 
will be 88 yrs. old this year, to St. Louis to see them, again. Are there any of your 
members who might know of these rings and where they are housed now? 



     As a part of the re-enactment I participate in, there are three days beforehand 
when school children are brought to the railroad site and Civil War re-enactors 
(both Union and Confederate) give short presentations on various facets of the 
war and life at that time of our history. My presentation centers on cotton and 
how it was grown and used (spun & woven) and in general about life on the 
plantation. I endeavor to always give a truthful account without the drama that 
sometimes seeps into stories about this time period. 
     I have included below some pictures of me giving my presentation to students 
during our Living History Education Days and also some pictures of the troops 
during our Memorial Day ceremony. And of course, the steam train whose owner 
makes it possible for us all to gather and celebrate our heritage! 
     Thank you for taking the time to read my story. I would sincerely appreciate 
any information you can give me on this or any other aspect of the life and times 
of James Morgan Utz. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Cathy Lou (Mosbacher) Walls 
 

This is the first helping contact that we have found related to Major Utz. 

 

Next Camp Meeting is June 11.  

At the Community Commons/Spencer Road Library Room 240, at 1 PM. All 

Camp Meeting are on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 1:00 PM in room 

240. The address is 427 Spencer Road, St. Peters, MO 63376. It is just off 

Mexico Road and South of the new Menards Home Improvement Center. You 

can access Mexico Road from Interstate 70 by exiting either at Mid-Rivers 

Mall Drive and go south to Mexico Road, then East to Spencer Road or exit at 

Cave Springs and go South to Mexico Road and then West to Spencer Roads 

When you get to Spencer go south a few blocks to Boone Hills Drive.  

The Community Commons Building (427 Spencer Road) is located at the South-

East corner of that intersection.   

Chaplain Corner 

On the Texas State Confederate Monument in Austin, Texas, it reads... 
Died for States Rights, guaranteed under the Constitution. The people of the 
South, animated by the spirit of 1776 to preserve their rights, withdrew from the 
Federal compact in 1861. The South against overwhelming numbers and 



resources, fought until exhausted... 
Let none of the survivors of these men offer in their behalf the penitentiary plea, 
they believed they were right, be it ours to transmit to posterity our unequivocal 
confidence in the righteousness of the cause for which these men died. 

 
MOSB Corner 

Gentlemen, 

I just received word that W Gordon Buckner has passed away. Gordon 
was a MO. Division Charter Member, Missouri Society Charter 
Member, Past Society Commander and Past Commander of the Order 
of the Southern Cross.  He was a Life member of all organizations. 
Gordon had membership in the SCV  

Maj Gen J O Shelby Camp 191 and the Brig Gen Francis M Cockrell 
Chapter. Gordon and his father who was 100 yrs old attended the 
1998 Sons of Confederate Veterans National Convention in St.Louis. 

Graveside Services was May 31 Tuesday at 11:00 am at Ridge Park 
Cemetery in Marshall, MO.  

From MOSB Commander Bill Bowden 

Family Camp Picnic June 25 

It will be held at Charlie and Francine Heisinger home. Charlie has a swimming 
pool for anyone that wants to swim please bring your own towels and lawn 
chairs. Please no Confederate Flags Charlie will have his out. The Camp will 
provide hamburgers and hot dogs. Each Camp member will need to bring lawn 
chairs and potluck dish or dessert and drinks. Please call Dave Roper 618-304-
7758 with what you will bring we don’t want to have everybody bring the same 
thing. We will also need to know how many are coming with you so we know how 
much meat to bring. We will meet at 1:00 at 3 Silver Brook Dr. Black Jack MO. If 
you need help finding it call Charlie cell 314-954-1857 or home 314-741-4732. 
 

Upcoming Events 
June 11 - Camp Meeting 



June 25 - Camp Picnic 
July 9 - Camp Meeting  
July 13 – 17 - SCV National Reunion Dallas Texas 
August 13 – Camp Meeting 
August 20 – Eastern Brigade Shoot Off 
 

Confederate Memorial Day at Fee Fee Cemetery Photos 
 

 
 

 



 
 

My Confederate Ancestor: Danny Payne 

1st Lieutenant John G. Griffin was born about 1818 in Trigg Co. Kentucky. When he 
was 31 he married Mary Dover Bomer on November 28 1852 in Trigg Co. 
Kentucky. She was 16 years old. His enlisted in the Confederate Army on August 
14 1861 at Camp Burnett and was Commissioned 1st Lieutenant in Company C 4th 
Kentucky Infantry Regiment and was part of the First Kentucky 
 ‘’Orphan Brigade” at the time he was living in Tennessee. John fought at the 
battles of Fort Donelson Tennessee and Shiloh Tennessee. He resigned his 
Commission on May 1 1862 and left the Confederate Army. 
John was captured August 19 1862 in Webster Co. Kentucky. He was sent to 
Vicksburg Mississippi on November 22 1862 for exchange. 
He passed away sometime after June 11 1880. John is buried in Colson Cemetery 
in Trigg Co. Kentucky.  
 

Confederate Memorial Day at Jefferson Barracks 
We helped the Price Camp set out Confederate Flags at Jefferson Barracks. Also 
with the help of Dixon Camp from Belleville IL. And the Thompson Camp from 
Farmington MO. It was a warm day but we got it done in record time. The Price 
Camp wants to thank all that helped.  
  



 
 

 



 

 
 
A Confederate General born in June 

CSA Adjutant General and Inspector General Samuel Cooper  

Was born June 12 1798 in New Hackensack, Dutchess County, New York. He was 

a son of Samuel Cooper and his wife Mary Horton. In 1813 he entered the United 

States Military Academy at age 15 and graduated 36th in a class of 40 two years 

later (the customary length of study in that period.) He was appointed a brevet 

second lieutenant in the U.S. Light Artillery on December 11, 1815. He was 

promoted to first lieutenant in 1821 and to captain in 1836.  

In 1827, Cooper married Sarah Maria Mason, becoming the brother-in-law of 

future Confederate diplomat James M. Mason and later the father-in-law of Union 

General Frank Wheaton. Sarah's sister, Ann Maria Mason, was the mother of 

Confederate cavalry general Fitzhugh Lee, a nephew of Robert E. Lee, while her 

brother John Mason, was a son-in-law of Gen. Alexander Macomb. Cooper served 

as aide-de-camp for Gen. Macomb from 1828 to 1836 and under his supervision 

authored A Concise System of Instructions and Regulations for the Militia and 
Volunteers of the United States.  
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Cooper in the U.S. Army 

Cooper served in numerous artillery units until 1837, when he was appointed chief 

clerk of the U.S. War Department. In 1838 he received a brevet promotion to major 

and was appointed assistant adjutant general of the Army. Nine years later, with a 

brevet as lieutenant colonel, he served in the same capacity. 

Cooper's service in the Second Seminole War of 1841–42 was a rare departure for 

him from Washington, D.C. He was chief of staff for Col. William J. Worth, and 

after hostilities ended he returned to staff duty in Washington from 1842 to 1845. 

Cooper received a brevet promotion to colonel on May 30, 1848, for his War 

Department service in the Mexican-American War, and was promoted to the 

permanent rank of colonel in the regular army and appointed the army's Adjutant 

General on July 15, 1852. Cooper also served very briefly as acting U.S. Secretary 

of War in 1857.  

At the beginning of the War Between the States, Cooper's loyalties were with the 
South. His wife's family was from Virginia, and he had a close friendship with 
Jefferson Davis, who had also been U.S. Secretary of War. One of his last official 
acts as Adjutant General of the U.S. Army was to sign an order dismissing Brig. 
Gen. David E. Twiggs from the army. Twiggs had surrendered his command and 
supplies in Texas to the Confederacy (and was shortly thereafter made a 
Confederate major general.) This order was dated March 1, 1861, and Cooper 
resigned six days later. He traveled to Montgomery, Alabama, at the time the 
Confederacy's capital, to join the Confederate States Army.  

On reaching Montgomery, Cooper was immediately given a commission as a 
Brigadier General on March 16, 1861. He served as both Adjutant General and 
Inspector General of the Confederate Army, a post he held until the end of the 
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war. Cooper provided much-needed organization and knowledge to the fledgling 
Confederate War Department, drawing on his years performing such duties as 
Adjutant General of the U.S. Army.  

On May 16, 1861, Cooper was promoted to full general in the Confederate Army. 

He was one of five men promoted to the grade at that time, and one of only seven 

during the war, but with the earliest date of rank. Thus, despite his relative 

obscurity today, he outranked such luminaries as Albert Sidney Johnston, Robert 

E. Lee, Joseph E. Johnston, and P.G.T. Beauregard. Cooper reported directly to 

Confederate President Jefferson Davis. At the war's end in 1865, Cooper 

surrendered and was paroled on May 3 at Charlotte, North Carolina.  

Cooper's last official act in office was to preserve the official records of the 

Confederate Army and turn them over intact to the United States government, 

where they form a part of the Official Records, The War of the Rebellion: a 

Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 

published starting in 1880. Military historians have highly regarded Cooper for this 

action. Historian Ezra J. Warner believed that in doing so Cooper was "thereby 

making a priceless contribution to the history of the period."  

After the war, Cooper was a farmer at his home, Cameron, near Alexandria, 

Virginia. His house had been taken over by the U.S. government during the war 

and turned into a fort, but he was able to move into what had been an overseer's 

house. Due to his age Cooper earned a meager living. On August 4, 1870, Robert 

E. Lee, on the behalf of other former Confederates, sent Cooper $300. Lee wrote to 

him saying, "To this sum I have only been able to add $100, but I hope it may 

enable you to supply some immediate want and prevent you from taxing your 

strength too much. Samuel Cooper died at his home in 1876, and is buried in 

Alexandria's Christ Church Episcopal Cemetery.  

This is your Camp Newsletter if you would like to add anything contact Dave 
Roper at 618-304-7758 or email it to daveroper166@gmail.com 
 

Thanks to all that helped with this Newsletter. 
 
                                                 Editor Dave Roper 
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