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Commander's call... What a great time of year this is. Everything growing and alive. April is 

Confederate history month so share the story of your Confederate Ancestor with everyone 

you meet. On April 9 we were invited to do a living history of Confederates for the St. Charles 

Historical Society and did some recruiting. We had our April Camp meeting and had a great 

time together. Gene Dressel did a fantastic job telling us about the St. Louis German’s and 

what part they had in the War for Southern Independence. April and May is a real busy couple 

of months for us. This past weekend we recruited at the St. Charles MO. Gun Show. A special 

thanks to everyone that volunteered. Without you our Camp wouldn’t be growing as fast as it 

is. May 2&3 we will be recruiting at the Washington, MO Gun Show located at 3101 Recreation 

Dr. Washington MO. We need Volunteers for both Saturday & Sunday. Call or email Dave 

Roper at 618-304-7758 or daveroper166@gmail.com. Our next Camp Meeting will be May 9 at 

1:00 at the Community Commons/Spencer Road Library. The address is 427 Spencer Road, St. 

Peters, MO 63376. It is just off Mexico Road and South of the new Menards Home 

Improvement Center. You can access Mexico Road from Interstate 70 by exiting either at Mid-

Rivers Mall Drive and go South to Mexico Road, then East to Spencer Road or exit at Cave 

Springs and go South to Mexico Road and then West to Spencer Road. When you get to 

Spencer go South a few blocks to Boone Hills Drive. The Community Commons Building (427 

Spencer Road) is located at the South-East corner of that intersection.  We were able to get 

reservations for all of 2015 and up till February 2016 for this facility. Our 2015 schedule is as 

follows: May 9th room 240, June 6th room 240, July 11th room 240, August 8th room 240, 

September 12th room 240, October 10th room 240, November 7th room 240, December 12th 

room 240, January 9th 2016 room 240 and February 13th 2016 room 240. All of these are 

Saturday afternoon meetings beginning at 1 PM.  

May 16 Pacific MO. Gun Show at the Eagle Club in Pacific, MO. We need Volunteers for both 

Saturday & Sunday. Call or email Dave Roper at 618-304-7758 or daveroper166@gmail.com. 

May 24 Our Largest Event of the Year. Confederate Memorial Day Service at Fee Fee Cemetery 

11210 Old Saint Charles Rock Rd. Bridgeton, MO. 63044. Bring your lawn chairs.  

Dress out if you can. 

Dave Roper: 

Commander James Morgan Utz Camp #1815 
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camp news...our April 18th 2015 meeting was well attended with several guests also in 

attendance. We are now at 75 members, with one of our guests (Richard Stubblefield) having 
joined.  

Treasurer, Billy Bowden reported that he had successfully separated the MOSB and Utz Camp 
accounts in order to simplify accounting.  

The Moscow Mills gun show netted several potential recruits, and it was reported that when 
folks heard that our Camp is based in Florissant, that several people just walked away. 
Evidently the recent urban terrorist problems in north county have taken their toll.  We have 
discussed relocating our home base to St. Charles County in the past. Now might be a good 
time to act on that. 

 The March 28th meeting at Pilot Knob was discussed, and one of the most significant result 
was a possible flag plaza that might become available to us, just across from the Ft. Davidson 
DNR site.   

Commander Roper reported on the Genealogy/History Seminar that was held April 9th by the 
St. Charles Historical Society. We were able to get several leads on possible new members. 

  We then discussed the upcoming gun shows listed on the Camp calendar and assigned 
workers for them.  

Gene Dressel, By-Laws Committee Chairman, reported that he had made significant progress 
on the proposed by-laws changes and the introduction to the Camp Handbook. A copy will be 
available at the June meeting for discussion of the proposed changes. 

 We then went over the plans for Confederate Memorial Day at Fee Fee Cemetery, which will 
be held on Sunday, May 24th at 2 PM. Mr. Gale Red, from the Illinois Division SCV will be our 
guest speaker.  

We then discussed several fund raising ideas. The plan to work the concession stands at the St. 
Charles Family Arena was one of the ideas offered, as well as selling chances to win a case of 
.22 rim fire ammunition at the upcoming St. Charles gun show.   

Billy Ed Bowden agreed to give the talk at the May 9th meeting. We will be meeting back in 
the larger room (240) this time, anticipating a large attendance.  

We are looking at several shooting ranges where we can have our first annual inter-divisional 
shoot-off. Reifsnider CA in Warrenton, Indian Hills near Sullivan and a private range near 
Washington were discussed. None were acceptable, so we are still looking. If you have any 
suggestions please contact Commander Roper.   
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        My Confederate Ancestor:  Compatriot Marty Martin 

    Andrew Jackson Martin is my Great Granddaddy he was born August 4th, 1818 in Nashville, 

Davidson County, Tennessee. He left home when he was 10 years old. His father had passed 

away and his mother remarried. His stepfather was known to beat him.  

Andrew married Matilda Desmang in 1851 in Tennessee. They moved to St. Louis County, 

Missouri in 1857 and he went to work for Samuel Adie a local farmer in Bridgeton, Missouri.  

Andrew Martin and Samuel Adie both enlisted in the Confederate Infantry at the outbreak of 

the war. Andrew was in the Infantry for six months. He then enlisted as a private in the 2nd 

MO. Volunteer Cavalry Regiment. It is believed that this was when he received the nickname 

of "Little Jack". On his 93rd birthday his weight was 81 lbs. and was 4ft. 4in. tall. He had jet 

black hair and had never had shaved in his life. 

 Andrew served with General Sterling Price, General John Marmaduke and General Jo Shelby. 

It was reported that he was standing beside General Sterling Price when the general was 

wounded at the battle of Oak Hills.  

"Little Jack" was at the battles of Springfield Mo., Elkhorn Tavern, Pine Bluff, Wilson Creek, Dry 

Wood Creek and Lexington, and all other battles where General Price's Command was present.  

Most the time he served as a scout and survived four years in the Confederate Army. In a 

newspaper article in 1911 he states that he was proud to serve and would do it all over again. 

"Little Jack" told a Post- Dispatch reporter on his 100th birthday that he had drunk whisky since 

he was ten years old. He said he did not try smoking until 90, because he did not “like to see 

people start using tobacco too young.” 

 He passed away August 10th, 1922 at the age of 104 in Maryland Heights, Missouri. For 35 

years he served as a mail carrier between Bridgeton, Fairmont and Pattonville, retiring when 

his eye sight begun to fail. He completely lost his eye sight in the last 6 months of his life. He 

was never sick until a couple days before he passed away.  

Andrew Jackson Martin is buried in Fee Fee Cemetery in Bridgeton, St. Louis County, Missouri, 

and has a Confederate Headstone. 
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heritage defense...by Heritage Defense Chairman Bob Arnold 

Gentlemen, this is the response which I've emailed to C. Dean, columnist at the Huntsville, AL Times, 
in response to his negative column about the Confederate flag (designed to defend slavery) and 
southern heritage (lynching, bombings, etc).  This is at the suggestion and request of our Chief of 
Heritage Operations, Mr. Ben Jones.  ......I do not make reference to the SCV, but have submitted it 
under my name only.  Feel to make further use of it as you wish. 
 
"Mr. Dean, your column, with all due respect, clearly indicates a lack of historical knowledge and fact 
which can be found in any public library.   
  
When war appeared eminent over South Carolina's secession, and when six additional states joined 
her to form the Confederate States of America, there remained more slave states in the Union than in 
the CSA. To believe that the Confederate flags were deliberately designed to represent and to defend 
slavery would therefore imply that they were designed to represent the enemy. Hardly the case..   
Without war to prevent Constitutionally legal secession (legal at that time), there likely would have 
remained  more slave states in the USA (eight, plus Indian Territory and Washington DC itself) than in 
the CSA (7).  It would have been interesting then to see how and when the USA would have ended its 
slavery. I doubt by killing one another over it.   
  
I probably do not need to reminder you of the history of slavery in this country, both under England 
for two centuries and then for the next century under the USA where slavery gradually slid toward the 
longer growing season and its agricultural based economy and to where  human bondage labor thus 
remained economically feasible.  (Had it remained economically desirable in the North, slavery would 
have remained there, too) , or how slavery was legal in New York State, for example, until as late as 
1821, or that there was never a bill presented in Congress to end slavery until seven months after the 
war  ended in 1865.   (And only then for the white man's political greed, and not for humane 
reasons.)  Or that today's historians estimate that slavery in American would have ended altogether 
by about 1875 without war in favor of share cropping, paid labor or some combination thereof.   
 
Or how human slavery has been a part of the human story since before recorded time, in all parts of 
the world including all races, until the last few seconds on the human clock. Your column implies that 
you consider slavery of the past in terms of today's standards. Never a sound,valid practice among 
historians. 
  
So aside from what you need not be reminded, let me list a few reasons why the war was not fought 
over slavery, and thus why Confederate flags did/do not represent slavery then or now as you 
contend in your column.   
  
1. Having more slave states in the Union than in the CSA when the Confederate flags were first 
designed hardly represents a division of the country over slavery.   
  
2.  Lincoln vowed to keep his hands off slavery when he took office. 
 
3.  Lincoln made war to prevent the secession of seven states which just happened to also be slave 
states.  It's contradictory to believe that he made war to end slavery because the slave based 
economy contributed to a significant majority of revenue to the central government's budget, and 
that was what he was trying to keep.  Ironically, by making war to prevent secession (his words) he 
destroyed what he was fighting to keep - the South's economy.    
       
4. If it would prevent secession, Lincoln promised to ask Congress for monetary compensation to 



 

6 

 slave owners who would give up their slaves,  which Southern Senators had 
 been requesting since 1840.  He knew, of course, that his offer would be ignored because it was not 
a secession over slavery.  Slavery had nothing to do with it.  All presidents since Polk have attempted 
to place the blame for their wars on the other side, so that political ploy was nothing new, but........... 
5. If the South was, as you claim, supposedly willing to fight a war to keep slavery, why would they 
not have instead accepted  Lincoln's offers and thereby saved themselves a war?  Since they ignored 
the offers, there must have been something other than slavery involved, wouldn't you agree?  
   
6.  Jefferson Davis was recalled from the U. S. Senate to Mississippi to take part in his home State's 
vote over secession.  He was against secession and voted Nay, but went along with the majority, of 
course.  He then returned to the Senate and gave a speech, known as Davis's Farewell Speech to 
Congress.  Read it.  It should be required reading in every classroom in America.  Note that he does 
not even mention slavery.  It reads much  like our Declaration of Independence.  Does that not strike 
a note with you?   If nothing else, do you not recognize that there could not have been a secession 
movement if secession were not legal?  They would not and could not have done it.  Secession was 
considered by all to be legal according to the many states' ratifications of the Constitution.  It was only 
made  illegal by amendment following the war, and remains so to this day.  But in 1860  it was legal, 
and in fact, South Carolina  was not the first in our nation's history to have threatened secession.  
New England threatened secession over the Louisiana Purchase in 1804, and probably would have 
carried it out had New York joined her.  It's not likely that President Thomas Jefferson would have 
raised an army to keep New England.  He probably would have asked her to not slam the door on her 
way out.   New England's reason for threatening secession was fear of losing the slave trade to the 
Port of New Orleans.  So what was the reason for the design of the (British and American) flags 
raised over Boston's  slave ships at sea, Mr. Dean?   Boston might not even exist today had it not 
been for her, slave trade.  I wonder how many southern newspaper columnists in the "new" South 
today are from New England? 
 
7.  Since the founding of the United States  there was never, not once, a single bill or even 
conversation on the floor in either section of Congress, over ending slavery where it already 
existed.  Why not?  Because Lincoln was right.  It was not a matter of central government to 
be decided.  Slavery where it already existed was up to each individual state.  Virginia, for 
example, came within a single vote of dropping slavery during her 1860 session, and also would have 
later likely joined the CSA, as she did, in opposition to Lincoln's illegal and unjust war.  She came that 
close to becoming a "free" state in the CSA.  Had that happened we wouldn't even be having this 
discussion because you'd  have had  to seize upon some other false reason to justify and to moralize 
a war of illegal aggression, and we'd be arguing about that instead.  It makes no  sense that any 
nation would  fight a war to maintain something which they'd already been assured of keeping.   I find 
it incredulous that you expect even a "dumbed down" readership to believe it.  
      
8.  West Virginia was admitted into the Union during the war as a slave state.  Hardly an act of a 
Congress at war to end slavery at the same time.  
 
9.  Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation came in 1863, two years after the war had begun and was 
the first mention of slavery in connection with the war by either side.   What had they been shooting at 
until then?  Target practice?  The EP did not end slavery.  It only "proclaimed" slavery ended in 
territory not belonging to Lincoln while retaining his own slavery.   It had five wartime purposes and 
ending slavery was not one of them.  Read it.   
 
10.   Both Jefferson Davis and his secretary of war made remarks that the war was about slavery, but 
they came after Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation in 1863  made it an issue. and were in response 
to it.  They also said that should the South lose the war future generations would never know the 
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truths of it.  Davis said further that should the South lose the war  it's cause and reason  would be 
contested again, though perhaps in different form at a different place.  He certainly was not referring 
to slavery.   
11.   Most advanced studies of the war today will teach that the war was not fought over slavery.  Ask 
any (honest)  professor of American History. 
12.  The CSA's Constitution forbid importation of humans for the purpose of slavery.  Does that sound 
like a nation fighting to keep slavery as a national institution? 
13.  There are 26 official names for that war in the winning side's own National Archives, and only one 
of them includes the word slavery.  That one reads, "The War In Which Slavery Ended".  And that's 
true.  Slavery ended as a result of the war.   The total destruction of the slave based 
economy occurred because war  was finally made against civilians in order to bring it to an end.  Take 
note that it does not read, "...fought over..." slavery.  See the National Archives.  
14.  The Union's leading general and future president of the United States, U. S. Grant, replied to the 
press upon hearing of Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, "If I thought for a single minute that this 
war is being fought over slavery I would but turn in my sword and join the other side!"  He was there.  
You weren't.  
15  If you can find a single letter from the front indicating that they were fighting over slavery, either 
for or against it,  you'll make yourself wealthy because no such letter has ever come to the surface.  
Many a soldier's letter does specifically state, however,  that they were not there over slavery.  
  
16.  The leading generals of both sides contradict your position.  Lee and Jackson abhorred slavery 
and certainly would not have led armies defending it.  On the other hand, both Grant and Sherman 
had made use of slaves during their civilian careers and Grant married into one ot the largest slave 
holding families in Missouri -the Dent family.  By writing that it was a war fought over slavery you are 
not only contradicting the leading generals of both sides, but also President Lincoln, who avowed that 
he was making war only to hold the Union  together, not to free the slaves.  How is it  that you claim 
to know more about it than those leaders who lived and fought it, on both sides, according to their 
own words?  
  
While you're in the library brushing up on historical facts, read any text book on American history 
dedicated to the first half of the 19th century, and you'll discover that slavery was not the issue that 
 today's political "correctniks" and revisionists would like for us to believe that it was.  " They" have 
their modern day, reasons for revising history (yourself included?).   Central banking, foreign affairs, 
native Americans ("Indians"), the Mexican War and westward expansion were the headlines of the 
day, not slavery.  Nor was there  a magic  Holier-Than-Thou curtain hanging over the Ohio River and 
the Mason-Dixon Line.  Many, if not most, Northern financial interests were thriving through the 
southern  agricultural exports based on slave labor, and many Northerners had financial shares in 
southern plantations to further those interests along.   There could not have been a war over slavery, 
from either the Southern or from the Northern standpoint, because the entire country was profiting 
from it. Why do you think the North didn't want to lose the southern  economy and was willing to fight 
a war to keep it?  That reverses your claim, Mr. Dean.  The North made the war, and the war was to 
keep a slave based economy alive and thriving, not to end it.  The South intended no war when they 
claimed legal and peaceful secession, leaving more slave states in the Union than in their 
confederacy.   They didn't even have a military at the time.  So who's flags represent slavery, Mr. 
Dean, and who's do not?   
  
The seven states making up the original CSA had contributed 56% of the Federal budget's total 
revenue in 1860, and when war was threatened against them over the "states' rights"  to peaceful 
secession from the voluntary "Union" of states, four other states joined them (five after Missouri was 
invaded), which then made up a total of 76% of the Federal budget's revenue.  Lincoln could hardly 
afford to lose three-fourths of his budget and still keep his campaign promises.  Ironically, the war 
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lasted so long that it destroyed the goose that laid the golden egg  and Lincoln lost not only his life 
over it, but the very thing he'd fought for in the first place -  the South's economy.  If the world's 
industrial revolution had not come along on its heels Lincoln would have gone down in history as the 
president who destroyed his country, and I'd like to believe that if he had it all to do over again, with 
the benefit of hindsight, he would not!   No one in their right mind would have.  Such overview 
and megatrend possibilities far outweigh anything you'd make out of this nation's history of slavery, 
Mr. Dean.      
That book you'll read on the first half of the 19th century will also inform you that slavery was 
discussed and written about to approximately the same extent as perhaps abortion, or gay rights are 
in the news today.   It was a cultural/social topic for discussion and resolution, but certainly not a 
political issue worth war.   I ask you, Mr. Dean, would you go to war today, a war with one-third 
casualties, being fought  over abortion or gay rights?   Put yourself in their place.  90% of Southerners 
did not even own slaves, probably did not give a care one way or the other about it, and most 
Northerners didn't want freed blacks streaming their way, so why would they enlist to end slavery?  
It's been said that had Lincoln made a call to arms to end slavery, it would have fallen on deaf 
ears.  A war fought over slavery, Mr. Dean?  Let's use a little common sense.    
  
The United States rose from zilch to become a leader in world affairs during and because of its slave 
based chapter, and if I were black I'd be rather proud of that.  I'd further be thankful that Lincoln did 
not survive to send my non-citizenship ancestors to Liberia, as he'd planned to do immediately upon 
returning from the theater.    
  
If it wasn't a war fought over slavery then what was it fought over?   Read up on the background of 
the tariffs and of the nation's political struggle from its founding over "who's in charge".  Too lengthy to 
go into here, but as Mary Chestnut, wife of CSA Gen. James Chestnut, who was an aide to President 
Jefferson Davis and a former South Carolina US Congressman asks in her diary, "If they (Union) hate 
us so much, why are they fighting to keep us?"   Ans:  Money.  The same cause as most wars.  So 
what's wrong with admitting the truth after a century and a half, Mr. Dean?  What's wrong with 
providing the truth instead of untrue revisionist history that makes no sense?        
  
As for the South's heritage since that war, to which you further refer in a negative manner, I'd remind 
you that most of our nation's race riots, I believe all except Birmingham, have occurred in the North 
and West.  And that today's KKK was founded in the North.   And that racial segregation led  to the 
evil event examples in the South which you list,  which was Federal law, not state laws, and could 
have been written off the books at any time after 1876  with the single stroke of a pen in Washington 
DC.   You should be asking in your columns, Mr. Dean, why they were not, because decades of racial 
segregation led, naturally of course, to decades of racial discrimination and to the racial atrocities to 
which you refer.  Put the blame where it belongs.  Not slavery, nor make-believe Confederate history, 
but on Federally imposed racial segregation/discrimination for which we're still paying the 
price.  Racial segregation/discrimination, its result and aftermath is not part of the South's heritage 
any more than Nazism is part of France's heritage.   
  
Following your library trip(s) I'd ask that you compose a correction column.   Unless, that is,  you're 
being paid to deliberately mislead southern readers for some modern day agenda known only to 
yourself and to your editors, in which event you're doing a great job.    
  
Bob Arnold 
St. Peters, Missouri 
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liberty quotes..."You can have peace, or you can have freedom. Don't ever count on having 
both at the same time." Robert Heinlein 
 
"Elections are a good deal like marriages. There is no accounting for taste. Every time we see a 
bridegroom we wonder why she picked him, and its the same with public officials." Will Rogers 
 
"If you see a man approaching you with the obvious intent of doing you some good, you 
should run for your life." Henry David Thoreau 
 
"Nothing is more responsible for the good old days than a bad memory." Franklin P. Adams 
 
camp calendar... 
 
May 1-3....... Washington, Missouri Gun Show 
 
May 9........... Utz Camp Meeting, Spencer Road Commons Room 240 
 
May 15-17 ....Pacific, Missouri Gun Show 
 
May 24 ........Confederate Memorial Day at Fee Fee Cemetery 
 
June 6.......... Utz Camp Meeting, Spencer Road Commons 
 
July 11 .........Utz Camp Meeting, Spencer Road Commons Room 240 
 
editor's notes...Thanks again for all the support and news articles everyone has sent in this 
month. Keep sending stuff. Our Camp newsletter depends on your support.  
 
The continuing crisis in St. Louis, concerning our Confederate monument in Forest Park, hasn't 
played out yet, so we can't report anything final.  Mayor Slay, in a misguided effort to appease 
the urban terrorists who burned Ferguson, wants to remove our Confederate monument. He 
thinks this will make the terrorists happy and they will return to being nice, peace loving 
citizens, like they were before they went nuts last summer.  The absurdity of this is obvious, 
and harks back to the time a few years back when the Taliban destroyed all the Buddhist 
monuments in Afghanistan. Their purpose was to destroy the culture there. Now the St, Louis 
Taliban is hard at work to destroy our American Culture. Call/write/phone & email your views 
on this to your legislators, newspapers and Slay's office.  
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Chaplains in Gray………. By Camp Chaplain – Duane Mayer  
 
 
 Thomas Koger was a Methodist minister for almost 20 years when the war broke out. He 
volenteered as a private but was soon commissioned regimental chaplain. 
When his term was up, he returned to the Carolinas to recruit a new company. He was to be 
the company chaplain, but when the captain-elect declined his position, Koger was 
unanimously chosen as the new captain. 
He led the company as an exemplary captain and minister. 
He carried the spirit of his Master, praying nightly with his men. His men loved him devotedly 
and always showed him the greatest respect. 
Captain Koger fought his last battle at Perryville, leading his men in a fierce fight. 
 
 
Gene Dressel; editor 
 
 


