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Commander's Call...... 

Let me begin by saying that those who were at the February Meeting just raved 

about our new meeting place. We had a great meeting even though we had to 

reschedule, we still had great attendance. Everyone liked the discussion we had 

on why my Confederate Ancestor fought for Southern Independence. The next 

Camp Meeting will be March 14 at our new home the Committee Commons 427 

Spencer Rd. St. Peters MO. If you need directions call Dave Roper at 618-304-

7758 or email daveroper166@gmail.com. I know it will only be 3 weeks since or 

last meeting but we are trying to keep our meetings on the 2nd Saturday of each 

month.  We are also getting into our busy time of the year. February 28th was 

the Jefferson Barracks Swap Meet that was held at the Affton White Rodgers 

Community Center 9801 Mackenzie, St. Louis MO. This was a fantastic event. 

Adlers Dry Goods from Wildwood, MO. was there, and if you want to buy a 

Confederate Uniform or period dated clothing or just to get your sizes to order 

elsewhere, this was a great time to do it. March 14 is our next Camp Meeting, 

and March 20, 21 the Missouri Division Reunion at Isle of Capri Casino / Hotel, 

Boonville, MO. The same weekend a few of our Compatriots are going to recruit 

at the Moscow Mills Gun Show (Saturday and Sunday) if you would like help with 

this event contact Dave Roper. If we don’t get enough volunteers we may not be 

able to it. We plan on having another satellite camp meeting down at Pilot Knob 

on Saturday March 28th at 1PM. Hope you can be there. Confederate Memorial 

Day at Fee Fee Cemetery is scheduled for Sunday, May 24th for 2015. This is our 

premier event of the year, so we need everyone's support. Details to follow. 

           Dave Roper: Commander, Major James Morgan Utz Camp #1815 

     Next meeting...Saturday, march 14, 1 pm 

 

   Missouri Division Reunion at Boonville March 20-21  

 
Chaplain's Corner..... 

mailto:daveroper166@gmail.com
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Southern Chaplains faced many dangers and sometimes death while performing their 
duties during the war.................. Here is one remarkable story: 
Albert Gallatin Willis had served with Mosby's rangers for 6 months. Willis had been 
studying to be a Baptist preacher when the War broke out. In October of 1864, he and an 
unnamed companion were captured. They soon learned their fate- one of them was to be 
hanged! 
General U.S. Grant had ordered in retribution, for all the men Mosby's command had 
killed, one of MOSBY'S  men would be hung without trial for each Union soldier killed in 
action. The Union officer in charge met with both men. He told Willis, he could claim a 
Chaplain's exemption. Willis refused to do so. The two men would draw straws to see 
which was to be hanged. 
Willis' unnamed companion drew the short straw and burst into tears that he had a wife 
and 3 children and was afraid of dying. Willis spoke up, "I have no family. I am a Christian. 
 I am not afraid to die." The unnamed man was released. Willis prayed with his captors 
and was hanged. His remains lie in rest at the Flint Hills Baptist Church cemetery.. in Flint 
Hills, VA. submitted by Chaplain Duane Mayer 
 

Liberty Quotes.... 

"The deterioration of every government begins with the decay of the principles on which 
it was founded." C.L. Montesquieu 

"The more that is given, the less people will work for themselves, and the less they work, 
the more their poverty will increase." Leo Tolstoy 

"Under democracy one party always devotes its chief energies to proving that the other 
party is unfit to rule. Both commonly succeed, and are right."  H.L. Mencken 

"Nothing can destroy a government more quickly than its failure to observe its own laws, 
or worse, its disregard of the charter of its own existence." Justice Tom C. Clark 

 

On St. Patrick's Day,1828....in Ovens, County Cork, Ireland, General Patrick Ronayne 
Cleburne was born. After a stint in the British army he moved to Helena Arkansas and 
opened an apothecary. When the war began he enlisted in the 15th Arkansas, and quickly 
rose to  Major General. General Cleburne died leading his men at the Battle of Franklin, 
Tennessee. One of his prophetic quotes follows:  

 "Every man should understand the meaning of (yankee) subjugation before it is too late. 
It means the history of this heroic struggle will be written by the enemy; that our youth 
will be trained by northern school teachers; will learn from northern school books their 
version of the war; will be impressed by the influences of history and education to regard 
our gallant dead as traitors, and our maimed veterans as fit objects for derision." 
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Camp News... In spite of the bad weather, including an ice storm that caused us to 

reschedule the meeting, our February 22nd 2015 Utz Camp gathering was one of our most 
entertaining and informative sessions.  After our Chaplain, Duane Mayer, opened the meeting 
with the invocation, and the Camp officer's reports were given, Commander Roper announced 
that Compatriot Mike Blair was the proud father of a baby girl. Congratulations to Mike and his 
family. It was reported by Library Committee chairman Duane Mayer that a list of  books and 
videos to loan will be made available to the Camp members. Fund Raising Committee 
chairman Brad Bludsworth announced that he is working on several innovative ways to 
increase our treasury, including the proceeds from the Jefferson Barracks Swap Meet.  

Following the committee reports two new members were inducted into the Camp. We 
welcome Compatriots; Steve Pfeil and Marvin Koechig to Major Utz Camp #1815.  

        

Left to right; Commander Dave Roper, Steve Pfeil, Marvin Koechig, Chaplain Duane Mayer and 
Adjutant Brad Bludsworth. Second photo; Dave Roper, Steve Pfeil and Marvin Koechig 

We have a series of gun shows scheduled for this season including: the Lincoln County show 
on March 20-22 and another on April 24-26. These have been excellent venues for recruiting. 

 Heritage Defense Chairman Bob Arnold gave a report on a St. Louis magnet school, named for 
Confederate Lt. Samuel Kennard. Someone had written an editorial in the Post-Dispatch 
newspaper expressing the desire to have the school name changed because, from her  point of 
view, she felt that anything associated with our proud American Heritage represented 
"slavery". Mr. Arnold submitted a very appropriate editorial to refute her asinine presumption. 
This was followed by a lively "round table" discussion concerning the true causes leading to 
the secession of the Southern states. Several reasons for the war were listed and the camp 
voted on which ones were the most compelling. Leading the list was "States Rights" (as 
defined by the 10th Amendment to the Constitution), followed by the invasion of the South by 
a hostile federal government and then the election of a sectional president who was 
determined to destroy the South.  We then discussed possible dates for our Confederate 
Memorial Day services at Fee Fee Cemetery, where Major Utz is buried. 
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Lieutenant Samuel M. Kennard....was born in Lexington, Kentucky in January 1842. He 

was the son of John and Catherine (Fishburne) Kennard. In 1857 the family moved to St. Louis. 
In 1861 , when the secession crisis erupted, Kennard joined the St. Louis "minutemen" to 
defend the traditional values of this very Southern city. Among his fellow "minutemen" were 
future General Basil Duke, Colonel Emmett MacDonald, General John S. Bowen and General 
D.M. Frost, all Confederate heroes in the upcoming war. Kennard escaped capture at the 
Camp Jackson Massacre, where thousands of immigrant rabble, under the command of federal 
officers fired into a crowd of civilian protesters (May 10th 1861) killing more than thirty and 
wounding many others. This was just a sample of the "police-state" tactics that would be used 
against any Southerners who resisted the usurpation of the federal government by yankee 
fanatics. Kennard traveled to Memphis via Arkansas where he joined the 1st Missouri Infantry 
being formed by Colonel John S. Bowen (formerly a resident of Carondelet, Missouri). 

In the spring of 1862 Kennard joined John C. Landis' Battery at Saltillo, Mississippi. While 
serving this artillery unit he fought at the battles of; Iuka, Corinth, Grand Gulf, Port Gibson, 
Baker's Creek, Big Black River Bridge and the siege of Vicksburg. After the surrender of the 
garrison at Vicksburg, and parole camp at Demopolis, Alabama, the batteries of Wade, Landis 
and Guibour were merged and became Guibour's Battery.  

While in Guibour's Battery Kennard was promoted and fought at the battles of Resaca, New 
Hope Church, Kennesaw Mountain, and the siege of Atlanta. After the fall of Atlanta, Kennard 
participated in Hood's Tennessee campaign and is reported to be the one who fired the first 
gun at the Battle of Franklin, Tennessee. After the ill-fated Battle of Franklin, Kennard served 
as aide-de-camp to the famous General Nathan Bedford Forrest. He was captured at the battle 
of Selma in April 1865, but escaped a week later. While making his way back to his command 
at Bentonville, he learned of General Lee's surrender at Appomattox, whereupon he returned 
to his home in St. Louis.  

Two years later Samuel Kennard married Miss Annie R. Maude, and went to work for Kennard 
& Sons Carpet Company of St. Louis. The remainder of Kennard's life was spent as a public 
spirited St. Louis citizen. In 1891 he became involved in the organization of the Veiled Prophet 
Association. In 1901 he served as the Eastern Brigade Commander of the United Confederate 
Veterans. He was active in the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair Association, the Citizens Smoke 
Abatement Association (reducing coal smoke in St. Louis) Director of the American Exchange 
Bank, the Mississippi Valley Trust Company, the Suburban Railway Company and Missouri 
Savings and Loan Corporation. He died in 1916 and is buried at Bellefontaine Cemetery. 

A well-known school for gifted children in South St. Louis was named in his honor. That school 
later became a magnet school that has recently become the victim of "political correctness".  
The very thought that such a prominent, public spirited American should have his name 
maligned by gratuitous "progressives" is a disgrace, but these are the kind of people who have 
gained control in the 21st century....... Re-educating them is going to be a challenge.  
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Captain Robert McCulloch.....One of the problems we run into when doing genealogy 

research is that so many people had the same name. In the case of Robert McCulloch there are 
three of them....well, four, if you count the St. Louis Prosecuting Attorney who recently 
presided over the "urban terrorist" trials in Ferguson. There were also, "Black Bob and White 
Bob" McCulloch, who were both Missouri Confederate Colonels. In 1861,"Black-haired" Bob 
raised the 2nd. Missouri Cavalry in Cooper County, and his cousin, Robert Allan McCulloch... 
("White-haired Bob" , who was previously known as "Red-Haired Bob") served as his second in 
command.  Clear as mud? Anyway, they both served the 2nd Missouri Cavalry under General 
Nathan Bedford Forrest during the War. 

Our subject is Robert L. McCulloch, born in Osceola, Missouri on September 15th 1841. Robert 
entered Virginia Military Institute on July 21, 1860. When the yankee invasion began he was 
assigned "Drill Master" for the 11th Georgia Infantry. He was reassigned to the 4th Virginia 
Infantry, and fought at First Manassas, where he was wounded in action. He was then elected 
2nd Lieutenant/Adjutant in the 18th Virginia Infantry. He was wounded again at Frazier's 
Farm, and also at Second Manassas. June 19th 1863 he was promoted to Captain, and while 
leading his company (of Garnett's Brigade) during Pickett's Charge at Gettysburg was shot and 
left for dead on the battlefield. From the military hospital at Baltimore he was sent to the 
Johnson's Island POW camp. 

After the War (1868) he married Miss Emma Louisa Paxton.  In 1869 Robert and Emma moved 
to St. Louis, where he worked on a track crew for the Bellefontaine Railway Company. Working 
his way up the corporate ladder, he eventually served as president of United Railways. At the 
turn of the century he was placed in charge of transportation for the 1904 St. Louis World's 
Fair. The movie "Meet me in St. Louis", staring Judy Garland, was based on her experiences at 
the Fair.  When she sang "Clang, clang, clang went the trolley" she was singing about one of 
Capt. McCulloch's street cars. McCulloch brought in his son, Richard, to assist with the 
operation. Richard was now 35 years old and had graduated from Washington University as an 
engineer of mines. During the 1890's he served as chief engineer of street railways in 
Switzerland and France.  Captain Robert McCulloch also served as Missouri Division 
Commander of the United Confederate Veterans. His son, Richard McCulloch stayed on as 
General Manager of United Railways streetcar company till 1922. In 1918 Richard served as 
Camp Commander of Sterling Price Camp #145. In 1906 Richard had married Miss Mary Grace 
Beggs, daughter of John I. Beggs, utilities magnate and multi-millionaire.  When he passed 
away, Richard was named executor of his $54,000,000 estate. Richard also served as director 
of Union Electric Company. He died in 1940, and his son (grand-son of Capt. McCulloch) Robert 
Paxton McCulloch (born May 11, 1911) became the heir-apparent. Robert P. became a famous 
Missouri entrepreneur and inventor of McCulloch chainsaws and Paxton superchargers ( now 
used on high-performance race cars). His most enduring legacy, however, occurred in 1971 
when he purchased London Bridge for $2.1 million and had it reconstructed at one of the 
Arizona cities he owned called Lake Havasu! Captain McCulloch and his son Richard are both 
buried at Bellefontaine Cemetery in St. Louis. 
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MOSB Report...The Annual Missouri Division SCV and the Missouri Society Meeting will be held at 

The Isle of Capri Casino, in Booneville, MO., March 20 and 21, 2015. Please make your reservation and make 

sure you ask for the SCV rate of $109 per night. The 78th Annual MOS&B General Convention Alexandria, 

VA July 9th - 11th of 2015 Plan on arriving Wednesday or Thursday and leaving Sunday, July 12. The 

convention will be held at the Monaco Hotel in the heart of Old Town Alexandria, George Washington’s 

hometown and Robert E. Lee’s boyhood home. The Monaco offers free shuttle service to and from Ronald 

Reagan National Airport about four miles away. The hotel stands on the site of the Marshall House famous for 

one of the first hostile encounters of the War for Southern Independence. We have obtained a special rate for 

the convention. The Washington area is loaded with history and places to visit. Consider coming early or 

staying late to take advantage of the many attractions here. If you make your reservations early, the special rate 

will extend pre- and post convention as well, if rooms are available. Hotel Reservations: Call 1-800-368-5047. 

Ask for special rate for Military Order of Stars and Bars or On-line: Go to their website - http://www.monaco-

alexandria.com Click on Reservations - Select your dates - Key in 11580104146 in the Meeting/Group Code 

block - Click on Check Availability You will be redirected to our exclusive reservations page with our Military 

Order of Stars and Bars rates If you want to come earlier or stay later, you may be able to get the Stars and Bars 

rate depending upon availability. If are planning a pre or post attendance this summer, the sooner you make 

your reservation, the higher the likelihood you will receive the special  

Sesquicentennial Series Article #49 The History of Arlington Cemetery By David Hudgins Arlington 

National Cemetery may be the best known military cemetery in the world. Most people believe it is located in 

Washington D.C, but it is actually in Alexandria, Virginia. The final resting place for two presidents, thousands 

of soldiers, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and 25 monuments and memorials, the cemetery’s roots date 

back to the War between the States and have a tarnished beginning. The property has a history that goes back to 

the Founding Fathers, but not as a national cemetery. In 1750, Daniel Parke Custis married 

Martha Dandridge and they had two children. A few years after the children’s birth, Daniel passed away. 

Martha then married a young army officer named George Washington. Martha and her two children, John 

Parke Custis and Martha Custis, moved into Washington’s home, Mt. Vernon. In 1778, John 

Parke Custis purchased a 1,100 acre tract on the Potomac River in Virginia. While serving as an aid to General 

George Washington, John died from “camp fever.” John’s oldest son, George Washington Parke Custis, then 

inherited the property. In 1802, he moved onto the property that was known as “Mt. Washington.” The name 

was later changed to “Arlington” after the Custis property on Virginia’s eastern shores. In 1804, he married 

Mary Lee “Molly” Fitzhugh and they began to build a larger house. Four children were born in the home; 

however three died before reaching age three. The one child that survived was Mary Anna Randolph Custis. In 

1831, she married a young military officer by the name of Robert E. Lee. In September 1832, their first son was 

born at Fort Monroe and named George Washington Custis Lee in honor of  her father. In late 1834, Lee was 

transferred to Washington City and the Lees took up residence at Arlington. This would begin a life of frequent 

relocation and repeated separation for the military family while Arlington served as the primary home base for 

almost 30 years. Six more children were born to the couple at Arlington. Mary’s father, George Washington 

Parke Custis, died in 1857. In his will Mary Anna Custis Lee inherited his estate for life and then the property 

would  pass to her oldest son. Robert E. Lee took two years of military leave to serve as the executor of 

the Custis estate. At the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, Virginia, along with four other slave states, voted 

not to leave the Union. When President Lincoln required Virginia to furnish men to the Union army to suppress 

the Southern states, Virginia voted to secede. Although Lee had been offered command of the Union army, he 

resigned because he could not fight against his fellow Virginians. Lee received command of Virginia’s military 

forces on April 22, 1861. The hills around Arlington were occupied by Union troops in May of 1861. Robert E. 

Lee would never re-turn to Arlington House. Upon leaving Arlington, Mrs. Lee managed to secure some of the 

family valuables; however other items, many from Mount Vernon, were looted by Union troops and never 

returned. She also left behind the family slaves who were scheduled to be freed in 1863 under the terms of her 

father’s will. Two Union forts were built on the grounds. The mill and fences were used for fire wood. 

Animals were commandeered and crops destroyed. 
 

tel:1-800-368-5047
http://www/
http://monaco-alexandria.com/
http://monaco-alexandria.com/
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My Confederate Ancestor; Compatriot Robert Graham's 3rd Great Grand 

Uncle.....James Washington Wilcox was born in 1820 at Elizabethton, Carter Co. TN. He 

married 1st Ruth Jane Ruble in 1840. 2nd Wife was Margaret Patten. James enlisted in the 

Confederate Army when he was 41 years old. On Oct 21 1861 he was mustered in as a 

Lieutenant in Captain Mullendore Company, 5th (MeKenzie’s) Regiment TN. Cavalry. James was 

mustered out May 25 1862 for a medical discharge. He had lost part of his left arm. James 3rd 

Wife was Mary Gray. They were married Aug. 12 1866 in Wythe Co. VA.   

After losing the lower portion of his left arm during combat in the Civil War, James 

Washington Wilcox returned to his home in East Tennessee, only to find it had been burned 

down by Union sympathizers. After making the best of it for a few years, he became intrigued 

by the success of these yankee "Carpet Baggers" who had invaded the South, and in many 

cases became financially successful. The idea that came to him was, "Why couldn't that sort of 

thing work in reverse?" After pondering the idea, he decided to be a "Carpet Bagger" in 

reverse. 

Grandpa Jim and his family worked their way northward, settling in the town of Washington, 

Indiana. I guess the name "Washington" sold him on that idea. In 1870 my father, Washington 

Stephen Wilcox, was born (there's that name Washington again). In 1877, Grandpa Jim joined 

a group who were forming a wagon train for immigration to Texas, a highly popular 

destination for settlers in  the 19th century. 

My father "Wash" Wilcox, a lad of 7 at the time, found the trip quite thrilling. He remembered 

most vividly crossing the "Mighty Mississippi" river on the ancient Cable ferry from Southern 

Illinois to the city of Cape Girardeau, Missouri. Dad didn't remember much about crossing 

Southeastern Missouri and Central Arkansas. 

One night, when the wagon train was only a few days from the Texas border they sought and 
got permission to camp on an elderly farmer's land. The landowner came out from his house 
to chat with these "Hoosiers" from Indiana. During the course of a conversation with Grandpa 
Jim, the farmer revealed that his health was failing and he needed someone who would tend 
his farm for him. He made Grandpa Jim an offer that Grandpa liked, and they struck up a deal. 
My father never got to see Texas. Two years later, Grandpa Jim was stricken with pneumonia 
and died in 1879 Antoine, Pike, AK. It is unknown where he is buried. 

 Editor's Notes...... If you have an article you wish to submit for publication please 
email it to me at genedressel@centurylink.net    
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