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Commander's Corner; 

The next meeting of the Major James Morgan Utz Camp #1815  will be held 

on January 24th 2015, 1 PM at AMVETS Post #106, 360 Brown Road, St. Peters, 

Missouri, 63376. This special meeting will be our annual Awards Banquet and Pot 

Luck Dinner. Further information will be forthcoming as to the exact details. This 

year the meeting will include the inauguration of our new camp officers, who 

were elected at the November meeting. It has been an exciting and inspirational 

two years since I took office as Camp Commander. Our membership has 

skyrocketed to 75 members, we have an excellent newsletter, interesting 

meetings that get business done, and a feeling of fellowship that keeps our 

members coming back and feeling that they belong to a first class organization. 

We have augmented our treasury to the point where we can use that money to 

increase our membership and improve the camp even more. As the torch is 

passed to our new leadership it is with great pride that I look back over the past 

few years, and give thanks for the fine group of men who have worked together 

and made the camp one of the finest in the state of Missouri, and indeed, the 

entire Confederacy.  It has been a pleasure to have served you and I look forward 

to even greater achievements by the Utz Camp in the future. 



 
 
 

Gene Dressel, Commander; 

 Major Utz Camp #1815 

Chaplain’s Corner: 

Christmas was very much a part of American tradition in the South, long before 

the war. Most Southerners had brought their European traditions of celebrating 

by worship, song, dancing and dining. 

Christmas truces for the soldiers were both an escape and reminder of the cruel 

conflict. Soldiers looked forward to a day of rest and peace but this had to be 

tempered by the thought of separation from their loved ones. At home, families 

did their best to celebrate, usually with meager means, but wondered and prayed 

about if and when the vacant chair would be filled. 

But above all, CHRISTMAS WAS A DAY OF HOPE. They celebrated the birth of 

Jesus our Savior, the One who brought everlasting life and peace no matter the 

fortunes of war. 

By Chaplain Duane Mayer 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Cockrell's Corner: Gen. Francis Marion Cockrell Chapter #84 

Compatriots: 

     The Secession Day Dinner was Great as always! Our Chapter was well 

represented. 

Members present were Keith Daleen, Gene Dressel, Bob Arnold and Bill Bowden. 

Keith is our MO Division Adjutant, Gene is the Commander of SCV Camp 1815 and 

Bill is the Chapter 84 Commander, the MO. State SCV Recruiter and the Camp 

1815 Treasurer. 

     At the Executive Meeting the Officers decided to revive the program of giving 

an award for the best Book, literary achievement or music representing Missouri 

in our War for Southern Independence. This will be an annual award presented at 

the MO Div/Society Banquet in March of each year. The Officers also wish to 

update the 100 Best Missouri Book List. All can help! If you have read a Book or 

know of a literary writing or music that you think should be on the list please 

email it to me at confedman@gmail.com. 

     At the November Officer's election our Chapter elected 

as Commander Bill Bowden Lt. Commander Jimmy Dee Woods II and Adjutant 

Bob Arnold. 

                                          Deo Vindice 

                                       Billy Ed Bowden 

 

 

 

http://gmail.com/


 
 
 

 

Picture taken at Secession Day Dinner. Camp Compatriot Jeff Bowden. MOSB  

Members and Camp Members Billy Bowden, Gene Dressel and Bob Arnold. Camp 

Compatriots Duane Mayer and Dave Roper. The Flag belongs to Ron Harvey. 

 

 

 

A Letter to Thomas J. Althiser from B. G. Francis Marion Cockrell. Our 2 Lt. 

Commander Rojer Snyder has donated the original to the SCV National Head 



 
 
 

Quarters at Elm Springs TN.  

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

Defending the Heritage 

The Rev. John Claypool, the last Confederate veteran in St. Louis. Claypool was 98 

when he died on June 11, 1945, in the former Christian Hospital in north St. Louis. 

Claypool enlisted in the CSA when he was 16. He was wounded three times, the 

last time being taken prisoner at Camp Chase, Ohio until the war's end. After the 

war he studied medicine, but eventually became an evangelistic minister. 

Claypool said he baptized many Yankees in his day. He felt if he couldn't lick them 

in the war, he could at least try to save their souls. 

He wore a coat with three stars because he served twice as national commander 

of the United Confederate Veterans, and was given the honorary title of general. 

Claypool, of Kentucky, was a Lieutenant in Company E 47th Regiment Tennessee 

Infantry, C S.A. and was wounded in each of the battles of Chickamauga, 

Murfreesboro, Tenn., and Franklin, Tenn. 

~Eileen~ 

     

      Burial: Laurel Hill Memorial Gardens  Pagedale St. Louis County, Missouri 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Defending-the-Heritage/105448059536657?fref=nf
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&GSln=Claypool&GSfn=John&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=26&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=51864918&CRid=29768&df=all&
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Defending-the-Heritage/105448059536657
https://www.facebook.com/105448059536657/photos/a.125511960863600.31694.105448059536657/721283041286486/?type=1


 
 
 

                                    150 Years Ago: 

Nov. 1 1864 - CSA.  Nathan Bedford Forrest headed south up the Tennessee River 

with his “Navy” of two captured vessels headed for Johnsonville, TN. 

Action occurred in Missouri at Rolla, Waynesville, Lebanon and at Greenton. 

Nov. 4 1864 – US. General Sherman wrote “The Devil Forrest was down about 

Johnsonville, MO. and was making havoc among the gun-boats and transports.” 

Nov. 6 1864 – General Price Fought Federal troops at Cane Hill AK. 

Nov. 8 1864 – Lincoln is reelected as President of the US. 

Nov. 12 1864 – In Mo. troops skirmished near Centreville. 

Nov. 13 1864 – Quantrill and some of his men headed to VA. He wanted to be 

with Robert E. Lee and be part of his Army. 

Nov. 15 1864 – US General Sherman’s army moved from Atlanta Ga. on their 

march to the sea. 

Nov. 26 1864 – Skirmishes Spring Creek, NE. Territory and Osage, MO. 

Nov. 29 1864 – CSA General Hood Army of TN. hope to block the Union force at 

Spring Hill Tn. from going to Franklin and Nashville.  

Nov. 30 1864 – The battle of Franklin Tn. 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Missouri's last WBTS veteran died in 1950.  

His name, appropriately, was John T. Graves.  He was born Jan. 1, 1842, in Pike 

Co., MO, and died May 9, 1950, at the Confederate Soldiers' Home of Missouri in 

Higginsville.  He was a member of General Joe Shelby's Iron Brigade.  He actually 

served in the army for only two years, having been wounded during the Battle of 

Lexington on Sept. 12, 1861, resulting in his release from the army which 

is recorded as "poor health".  

 Despite being wounded during the war, Graves lived well into old age and was the 

last resident of the Confederate Soldiers' Home at Higginsville.  He lived in 

the home for the final seventeen years of his life, spending his time chatting and 

reminiscing with compatriots and visitors.  He often discussed the evils of war and 

the atom bomb, and was once quoted in an article by the Associated Press:  "The 

best thing that all nations can do today is let well enough alone to keep peace.  No 

one ever wins in a war, and the next one won't be funny." 

 After his death in 1950, the Confederate Soldiers' Home was closed and 

demolished.  The home had provided refuge to 1,600 CSA veterans and their 

families for over sixty years, from every Confederate state but one.  



 
 
 

 Although the home was torn down, visitors today can still make out the land 

where the home stood, as well as a century old chapel, a farmhouse, a 1920s era 

hospital and the cemetery where Graves and over 800 others were laid to 

rest. Graves is one of only three Confederate Soldiers in the cemetery who lived to 

be more than 100 years old.  

 The next time you're there, look for his "grave"...It reads John T. Graves, The Last 

of Shelby's Men.   1842 - 1950.   

 Added by Bob Arnold 

(Reference source - Missouri Life magazine, Oct. '14 issue, Cemetery Secrets, p. 

34)  

 

 

Steven Mantilla/Danville Register & Bee 

A Confederate flag flies in the afternoon breeze on the grounds of the Danville 

Museum of Fine Arts & History. 

Danville VA. Council’s chambers were filled to capacity Thursday night with people 

interested in the outcome of the Confederate flag issue at the Danville Museum of 

Fine Arts and History — many of whom expressed themselves passionately. 



 
 
 

In the end, Danville City Council followed the legal advice of City Attorney Clarke 

Whitfield and formally declined to remove the Confederate flag from the 

monument located on the lawn of the Sutherlin Mansion, which houses the 

Danville Museum of Fine Arts and History. 

 

It was the museum’s board which first brought up the idea of removing the flag 

from the mansion lawn as part of larger change in focus. 

The Rev. William Avon Keen, president of the local chapter of the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference, spoke out against leaving the flag in place, 

saying it is a “symbol of hate in the world today” and questioned the legality of 

flying the flag because of current hate crime laws. 

The Rev. Lawrence Campbell brought chuckles when he identified himself as 

Councilman “Larry Campbell’s daddy,” but quickly reminded council of his history 

in the city during the Civil Rights era, when he was thrown down the stairs at the 

Municipal Building for daring to sit on the “white” side of the courthouse and his 

wife beaten during a peaceful protest march. 

“I fought segregation,” Campbell Sr. said. “This flag is polarizing our community … 

I see it as people glorifying slavery.” 

Tommy Bennett also spoke out against the flag, talking about treatment he and 

his grandmother received 50 years ago, when they were pushed off sidewalks, spit 

on when his grandmother first went to vote and other indignities. He said the only 

flag that should fly on public property is the American flag. 

Katie Whitehead suggested getting an opinion from the state attorney general, 

saying she doesn’t think the law is clear. 

Willie Wells said he attended the meeting to show support of the flag, pointing 

out that the Confederacy only existed for four years, and the flag never flew on a 

slave ship. He also said the biggest slave owner in Virginia was a black man and 

the country’s biggest slave owner was in Pennsylvania. 



 
 
 

Wells said the flag displays a Christian symbol, the Southern Cross of St. Andrews, 

and should stay where it is at the museum. 

Councilman Buddy Rawley twice asked speakers when both sides of the issue 

could move ahead of events that lasted 150 or 50 years ago, sparking outrage 

from Marcus Hughes. 

“When can we get over it?” Hughes asked. “We can never get over it if we keep 

experiencing it.” 

Rawley and Hughes traded a few more comments, until Mayor Sherman Saunders 

reminded them to stick to the issue under discussion. 

Steve Adkins said the flag is displayed in a historically accurate place, a site that 

can be viewed as the “end of the Confederacy.” He also suggested that the 

museum could move if it doesn’t like the flag on its lawn. 

“[The building] wasn’t designed to be a museum,” Adkins said. “It’s the last capitol 

of the Confederacy.” 

For more than 90 minutes, people on both sides of the issue told council members 

how they felt. 

Campbell then startled some council members by entering a substitute motion to 

simply vote on whether the flag should come down, saying he believes the law 

could be fought. 

Rapid discussion followed. 

Councilman John Gilstrap said he was surprised, that in other discussions, 

Campbell had expressed concern about the cost of litigation. Campbell said he 

believes it would be covered by the Virginia Municipal League. 

Councilman Fred Shanks asked City Attorney Clarke Whitfield if the VML would 

definitely cover the costs; the answer was no. 

Councilman Alonzo Jones said as someone who works with youth in the 

community, he would not support a motion that they have been told is illegal. He 



 
 
 

said returning the issue to the museum would allow them to pursue getting a 

decision at the state level. 

A vote on Campbell’s suggestion brought a 2-7 response, with only Campbell and 

Mayor Sherman Saunders backing the idea. 

Several revisions to the resolution were suggested, but it all boiled down to voting 

to tell the museum that council “cannot consider its request” to remove the flag. 

That vote matched the previous one, with Saunders and Campbell voting against 

it. 

BY DENICE THIBODEAU  

 

The SCV Pledge 

To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the Cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations. 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee 

Commander-General 

United Confederate Veterans 

New Orleans, 25 April 1906 

 

                               My Confederate Ancestor  

                                      Compatriot’s Carl & James Cullens 



 
 
 

   Our Great Grandfather was William Henry Cullins. William was born 1 
Nov. 1839 in Shelby, Shelby Co. AL. In the 1860 Federal Census he is listed 
as being 21 yrs. old and a farm hand. He enlisted in the Confederate Army 
as a Private in Company K of the 31st AL. Infantry Apr. 5 1862 in 
Wilsonville, Shelby, AL. He received a Medical Discharge on July 25 1862 
and received medical payment on Jan. 16 1863. His injury occurred at 
Cumberland Gap TN. William Married Sarah France Lomax in 1866. They 
were the parents of 11 children. He passed away Dec. 20 1895 in 
Homerville, Dunklin, MO. It is not known at this time where he is buried.                                                                                                        
 
Some things on Williams’s regiment it was organized at Talladega, in April 
1861, and reported to Gen. Leadbetter at Chattanooga shortly after. It then 
moved up to Knoxville, where it was brigaded under Gen. Barton, 
Stevenson's division. The regiment was at the investment of Cumberland 
Gap, and took part in the fight at Tazewell. With Gen. E.K. Smith's column it 
was in the Kentucky campaign, without coming up with the enemy. When 
the forces came back, it was permanently brigaded with the Twentieth, 
Twenty-third, Thirtieth, and Forty-sixth Alabama, and under Gen. Tracy of 
Madison. In December, the Thirty-first accompanied Stevenson's division to 
Vicksburg. In May 1863 it was initiated into the sternest duties of war at 
Port Gibson, where the regiment suffered severely. It fought at Baker's 
Creek, and the loss was very heavy. As part of the garrison of Vicksburg, the 
regiment shared in the dangers and privations of that siege, and, after 
losing a number killed and wounded, was surrendered with the fortress. 
Placed in parole camp at Demopolis, the Thirty-first was soon exchanged. 
With Gen. Pettus in command of the brigade, the regiment joined the army 
of Tennessee, and was engaged with slight loss at Missionary Ridge. It 
wintered at Dalton GA. in the memorable campaign from Dalton to Atlanta 
it bore a full share in the dangers and hardships which have made it a 
bloody but proud page in Southern annals. It followed Gen. Hood into 
Tennessee, and after sustaining severe losses at Columbia and Nashville, 
was the rear-guard of the retreating army. Transferred to North Carolina, 
the regiment was hotly engaged at Bentonville, and a fragment of the 1100 
with which it entered the service stacked arms at Greensboro, as part of 
Pettus' brigade. 
 

Editor Dave Roper 


