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Commander's Corner; 

The next meeting of the Major Utz Camp will be held on Saturday, September 

20th at 2PM. We will meet at the Lion's Den (9 Park Street) in old St. Peters, 

Missouri. Our special guest speaker will be Missouri Division Commander, 

Darrell Maples. Commander Maples will also present several awards to the 

camp that were won at the National Sons of Confederate Veterans Reunion held 

recently. I'm sure we will have a large crowd to welcome our Division 

Commander as he leads us toward the challenges of the upcoming year. 

September is going to be a busy month for us all. On Saturday, September 13th 

(the week before our camp meeting) we will meet at the Centralia, Missouri 

battlefield at 8AM. We have made arrangements (along with several other 

Missouri SCV Camps) to conduct an intensive membership drive for the Missouri 

Division. If you are not familiar with the details of the Battle at Centralia or need 

directions, they have an excellent website dedicated to the reenactment. 

www.centraliabattlefield.com . We will have plenty of time during the day to 

tour the authentic military camps, view the battle, waste money at the suttlers 

and participate in first person interviews with the reenactors.  Please set aside 

http://www.centraliabattlefield.com/


this special day and experience a trip back to 1864. Be sure and bring lawn 

chairs as seating is limited. 

On September 27th 1864, as "Bloody" Bill Anderson was delivering some long 

over-due "just retribution" to the yankee invaders in Centralia, General Sterling 

Price and his 12,000 man patriot army was engaging the enemy in the Arcadia 

Valley. Commonly known as the Battle of Pilot Knob, this was a pivotal battle in 

the Missourians attempt to regain control of their state. For four long years the 

northern aggressors had terrorized the citizens of Missouri in a ruthless attempt 

to browbeat them into submission.  This September 27th 2014 (the week after 

our camp meeting), the Department of Natural Resources as well as the 

Missouri Civil War Reenactors Association will present a recreation of the Battle 

of Pilot Knob. The Major Utz Camp has been invited to attend and recruit at this 

event. We will meet at the Settlers area at 8 AM on Saturday, September 27th. 

If you have a Confederate uniform feel free to wear it, although it isn't required. 

Be sure and bring lawn chairs as seating is limited. The DNR has a world 

renowned visitor’s center at Fort Davidson, complete with interactive maps of 

the battlefield that are worth the trip alone. We plan on staying till about 4PM, 

but you are free to leave whenever you wish. It will be a full and educational 

day, I guarantee. The website is www.battleofpilotknob.org  

As one of our fellow SCV compatriots has said in the past, "An active Camp is a 

growing Camp. “This particularly applies to the Utz’ Camp”. We have grown 

from a small Camp a few years ago to an enthusiastic group of over 70 men as of 

this month. Congratulations are in order to all of our Utz Camp compatriots who 

have given so unselfishly of their time and talents to make all of this happen. 

I hope as many of you as possible will attend all of these events. They are a 

large part of your SCV experience and education. To miss them would be a 

shame, as it will be a long time before another opportunity like this presents 

itself again. 

 Gene Dressel 

Commander; Major Utz Camp 

http://www.battleofpilotknob.org/


#1815 SCV 

Why do we participate in re-enacting and preserving the memory of men whose 

lives have long since ceased and events long past. The late Bruce Catton, author 

of so many volumes on the War Between the States, answered: 

“We are people to whom the past is forever speaking. We listen to it because 

we cannot help ourselves. For the past speaks with many voices. Far out of that 

nowhere which is the time before we were born, men who were flesh of our 

flesh and bone of our bone, went through a fire and a storm to break a path for 

our future. We are a part of the future they died for; they are a part of the past, 

which brought the future. What they did – the stories they told and the songs 

they sang, and finally the deaths they died make up a path of our experience. 

We cannot cut ourselves from it. It is as real to us as something that happened 

last week. It is a basic part of our heritage as Americans." 

Written by a Reenactor. 

We need Volunteers for recruiting at the Battle of Centralia 

and the Battle at Pilot Knob if you can help email Dave Roper 

at daveroper166@gmail.com or call 618-304-7758. ASAP. 

Attention Utz Camp Members; 

 The early bird gets the cash! 

If you pay your dues in August............you will get 3 free chances to win the “free 

dues lottery”! 

If you pay your dues in September.....you will get 2 free chances to win the “free 

dues lottery”! 

If you pay your dues in October..........you will only get 1 free chance to win the 

“free dues lottery”! 

mailto:daveroper166@gmail.com


 We will draw the winning ticket at the November meeting, and the winner will 

have his entire $40 dues refunded to him......free dues for the ENTIRE year!  

* Camp officers and past Camp Commanders are not eligible for the free dues 

lottery. 

 Life Membership to the National SCV is: 

ages 12 - 64 - $750.00 

 ages 65 - 79 - $375.00 

 ages 80 plus - $187.50 

A member would still owe Camp and State dues. 

 

Major James Morgan Utz Camp 1815 members that paid their dues in August. 

 1. July 5, 2014 - Marty Martin                     $40.00       

 2. July 7. 2014 - Al Williams                         $40.00 

 3. July 9, 2014 - Gene Dressel                      $40.00 

 4. July 11, 2014 - Jimmy Dee Woods III      $40.00 

 5.  July 11, 2014 - Jimmy Dee Woods II       $10.00 Associate Member. 

 6. July 13, 2014 - Ben Williams                     $40.00 

 7. July 13, 2014 - Mark Palazollo                  $40.00 

 8. July 16, 2014 - Owen L Brown                   $40.00      

 9. July 19, 2014 - Duane Mayer                     $40.00 

10. July 19, 2014 Lawrence Strassburger     $40.00 

 11. July 19, 2014 - Robert Fallert                   $40.00 



 12. July 19. 2014 - Larry Payne                      $40.00 

 13. July 19, 2014 - Daniel Payne                     $40.00 

 14. July 19, 2014 - Bradley Bludsworth         $40.00 

 15. July 18, 2014 Jeffrey S. Snyder             $40.00   

 16. July 21, 2014 Kenneth C. Moorman Sr. $40.00 

 17. July 21, 2014 Kenneth C. Moorman Jr. $ 40.00 

 18. July 24, 2014 Jefferson Bowden            $40.00 

 19. July 24, 2014 Billy Ed Bowden               $10.00  Life Member 

 20. July 24, 2014 Doug Neff                        $40.00 

 21. July 24, 2014 Bob Arnold                       $40.00 

 22. July 29, 2014 James Jolley                    $40.00 

 23. July 30, 2014 Donald R. Lang                $40.00     

24. Aug. 21 2014 Dave Roper                       $40.00 

25. Aug. 21 2014 Mike Roper                       $40.00 

 

Chaplain’s Corner; 

150 years ago, the War was now over 3 years old. In Missouri, the war defending 

against invading Kansas redlegs has even lasted longer. We can only imagine 

Southern soldier's daily prayers must have went something like this: 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We thank you for thus far protecting us, your humble servants, when so many of 

our friends and comrades have already been called by you to the Great Beyond. 



Give us the courage to continue the fight against our enemies who would see our 

homes, our families and our land destroyed. 

Guard over our loved ones at home.. ease their pain and sorrow and suffering. 

Help us find a way to drive these heathen from our homeland if this be your will. 

If today be the day that you call me to join you in Heaven, I come willingly and 

look forward to again seeing those gone before me. 

In Jesus name we ask these blessings of you. 

The Last Roll;  

Our Camp Compatriot William “David” Thompson has Passed Away July 28 2014 

and is now with his Confederate Ancestors as well as all of his Ancestors. David 

had been a long time member of Sons of Confederate Veterans. He transferred to 

the Utz Camp last year. He is survived by his Father William Ray Thompson and 

Brother Utz Camp Compatriot Nathan Thompson and Brother Adam Thompson 

and Sister Lena Amador. Children Alisha, Troy and Trent. David lived in Gibsonton 

FL. He will be sadly missed by Family and Friends and all that knew him. 

Compatriot David and Nathan Thompson Confederate Ancestor. 

                 2nd Great Grandfather – John C. Campbell. 

John was born 4 Sept. 1839 Perry Co. KY. Resided most of his life in 

Letcher Co. area except to serve in the Confederate Army. John Married 

Harriet Watts in 1856 in KY. She was born 14 Jan. 1839 in KY. They had 

11 children with all 11 living in the 1900 Federal Census. He was a 

farmer. He “enlisted on 9 Sept 1862” in Whitesburg, Letcher, KY. as a 

Private in Company B 13 Ky. Cavalry. He later joined Company C in the 

13 KY Cavalry. John was captured on the 14 June 1864 at Cynthiana KY. 

And was sent to Rock Island IL. Prison. And was transferred for 

exchanged to another Prison on the 6 of Mar. 1865. John died 14 Feb. 



1918 in Letcher Co. KY. He and Harriet are buried in Campbell 

Cemetery. In Ulvah, Letcher, KY. Harriet died 20 Apr. 1904. 

                                                 

 

                             A Picture of John and Harriet Campbell 

 

MOSB Corner; 

           “We have several Utz Camp members who are eligible for 

membership in the Military Order of the Stars and Bars.  If you 

are a male descendant (either lineal or collateral) of an officer 

who served honorably in the Confederate Army, Navy or other 

military command; an elected or appointed official of a 



Confederate State or the National Confederate government, 

then you are qualified for membership in the MOS&B.” 

 

MOSB Dues (Early Bird Notification) 

Dear Chapter your MOSB dues are $45.00. 

  Your MOSB dues for 2014 are due.  Please submit a check for $45.00 payable to: 

 Camp 1815 SCV and mail to Billy Bowden 2182 Paige Marie Drive, Warrenton, 

MO 63383 

     $35.00 goes to national 

      $ 7.00 goes to the Chapter 

      $ 3.00 goes to State 

  Please submit checks payable to: Camp 1815 SCV 

Our Chapter very much appreciates your continued membership.  

 

 BG FM Cockrell Chapter 84 

These People have already paid there dues for this year. 

1. July 5 2014     William Buckner             $ 7.00  Life Member & State Life Member  

2. July 6 2014     Gary Conwell                      45.00 

3. July 9 2014     Gene Dressel                      45.00 

4. July 11 2014    Jimmy Dee Woods II        10.00   Life Member 

5.  July 24 2014    Billy Ed Bowden               10.00 Life Member 

6.  July 24 2014      Bob Arnold                        45.00 

7.  August 4 2014   Mike Greenwell                45.00 



8.  August 10 2014  Keith Daleen               10.00 Life Member Donated $35 to 

Chapter. 

 Thank You! 

                      BG Francis Marion Cockrell Chapter 84  

                       Billy Ed Bowden Chapter Commander 

Heritage Defense; 

Regarding the recent series of events at Washington and Lee University in 

Virginia, “we can only report that due to our change in administration” at 

Headquarters during last month's annual national reunion convention, our new 

Chief of Heritage Operations has not yet communicated with the Armies/Camps, 

obviously still getting the chair warm.  I presume that the flags were removed as 

the university intended, but don't have a final word or what we're doing about 

it.  I'll inquire and hope to have something positive to report during our next camp 

meeting. 

******************************************************************* 

       From a Heritage Defense standpoint we all need to keep an eye out for things 

that take away from our Confederate Heritage. Kevin Horrigan, columnist in the 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, published a column devoted to his belief that college 

athletes should be paid, and based his argument on comparing them with 

slaves.  He included a reference to the term "peculiar institution" and said that it 

was the Old South's excuse for slavery.  Enclosed is my reply to him. 

A letter to the Post-Dispatch from Bob Arnold.  

I don't mean to "correct" you, because it's been my experience that adult human 

beings will seldom, if ever, change their minds about anything.   So  instead,  and 

with all due humility, I take this opportunity to simply advise you, sir,  that your 

reference to the Old South's excuse for slavery  as a peculiar institution  leaves 

many of your fans, myself included,  disappointed in you.   



 The term "peculiar institution" was never strictly an Old Southern one.  It was 

used by many, both North and South, and even by some of today's 

authors.   Further,  I doubt that you can find a single historical quotation making 

an "excuse" for slavery.  Defending it, perhaps, but not excusing it.     

 Your comparison - college level athletes performing for free is not a fair 

comparison to slavery.  Today's college athletes have a future.  In many instances 

it's a professional athletic future based primarily upon their college experience, 

training, coaching and ability.  If not, they still have the opportunity for a free 

college education, and if that's not financial by today's standards I don't know 

what is. Slaves, on the other hand had little if any future, except more of the 

same.  No comparison if you believe that college athletes should be paid you 

should base your argument on something other than slavery.  

 But my purpose in writing is neither to agree nor disagree with your belief - only 

to take exception to your implication that this nation's history of slavery was a 

strictly "southern thing".  

 Slavery was brought here by the British, and was legal in all thirteen colonies, 

both North and South. It's center of commerce was a Northern port - 

Boston.  Later individual states eliminated slavery only where and when it became 

no longer needed.   Slavery was legal in New York State, for example, until as late 

as 1821, ending only then because whites demanded the jobs under threats of 

violence.  Slavery was legal in the nation's capital, Washington DC until 1863, and 

ended then only because of obvious circumstances connected with the 

war.   There was not a holier-than-thou magic curtain hanging over the Mason-

Dixon Line and the Ohio River, and there's no historical reason to believe 

that slavery would not have continued to exist wherever it was originally 

legal until it would become no longer commercially desirable.  

 Southern states retained slavery because they already had it and for lack of 

sufficient white population as an alternative to meet the agricultural 

labor need.  King Cotton, with slavery at its base, is what put America on the 

world's map, whether one likes it or not.  "Excuses" not required. 



 If, as you imply,  slavery was only an Old South thing, why, then, pray tell, do you 

suppose that between 1776 and 1865 there was not a single bill introduced 

in the northern dominated Congress to end it?  Not one.  There are reasons, of 

course, too numerous to mention here, but they include northern business 

interests in the southern economy, a Federal budget based 65% on southern, 

agricultural exports, cheap cotton for northern mills and Congressional refusal to 

consider financial compensation to owners  for freeing slaves.  Hardly an Old 

South thing.  

 If you consider these historical facts to be  worthy of your reconsideration, you 

would do your readers a favor by clarifying your  anti-Southern  reference, 

comparison, implication and false impression, regardless of whether or not you 

believe college athletes should be paid.   If not, well, at least you've had it pointed 

out to you why some of us, perhaps a good many, are disappointed in 

you.  Thought you knew better.   Thank you. 

 Past Commander and Camp Compatriot Bob Arnold 

150 Years Ago this Month; 

1 Aug. 1864 - CSA General Jubal Early base of operations was in Shenandoah 

Valley attacking as far North as Maryland and Pennsylvania.  

5 Aug. 1864 - The Columbia Missouri Statesman newspaper reported that Captain 

William Quantrill was ill from previous wounds unable to ride and worn from long 

pain and exposure. Most of his battle wounds were never reported. He received 

serious wounds on at least four different occasions. 



                                       

        William Quantrill                                          Quantrill Battle Flag 

            

6 Aug. 1864 - CSA Cruiser Tallahassee left Wilmington, N. C. for a three week 

cruise, during which she would take more than thirty prizes. 

10 Aug. 1864 - CSA Cavalry under Major General Joseph Wheeler began a raid 

lasting until 9 Sep. on Federal rail lines and other communications in Northern 

Georgia and East Tennessee.  

14 Aug. 1864 - At Lamar Mississippi marked the long, frustrating Federal drive to 

halt Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest Cavalry. 

17 Aug 1864 - CSA General Early pushed northward from Cedar Creek VA. after 

Federal General Phil Sheridan withdrawing Army. 

19 Aug. 1864 – CSA Lieutenant General Ambrose Powell Hill Jr. nickname “Little 

Powell” corps hit Major General Gouverneur Warren’s Infantry in the dense 

woods south of Petersburg VA. Federal’s lost 382 killed and 2518 missing, many of 

whom were captured. Confederate casualties are uncertain. 

21 Aug. 1864 – CSA General Forrest occupied Memphis Tennessee and nearly 

captured Major General Stephen A. Hurlbut and Major General Cadwallader C. 

Washburn (founder of General Mills products). General Forrest was free to 

operate against General Phil Sherman’s lines. Many lives, months of time and 



large amounts of materiel had been spent in the Federal effort to bring Forrest to 

bay and they were still unsuccessful.   

29 Aug. 1864 – Confederates were on the move again in the Trans- Mississippi. 

Major General Sterling Price assumed Command of a new expeditionary force at 

Princeton Arkansas. Price hoped to recover Missouri for the South. The expedition 

lasted until Dec. 2. 1864 and involved extensive fighting.  

A note from the Camp Adjutant; 

We would like everyone’s birthday so each newsletter we could add the names of 

the one’s having a birthday that month. So far we have Birthday’s for 

Mike Blair      Owen Brown     Harry Cashatt    Nathan Collom     

Gene Dressel    Mike Driscoll     Greg Eberhardt     Bob Fallert    Rob Graham      

 Ricky Lynn    Ricky Hayes   Ernie Hensley    Perry Jones    Jeff Bowden    

Devin Linhardt     Dean Linhardt     Ken Moorman Sr.    Ken Moorman Jr.    

Danny Payne   Dave Roper   Mike Roper    John Rossom      Dale Scott          

Larry Strassbuger        Johnny Strickland    James Stroud     Ron Varner      

Clois Weaver    Ken White     Corkin Whiteaker     Leroy Woods          

Leroy Woods          

 

If your name is not listed above please call Dave Roper at 618-304-7758 or email 

at daveroper166@gmail.com or regular mail Dave Roper 321 George St. East 

Alton IL. 62024.  

A few people have ask how I doing. I am now walking with cane and even doing 

some walking in the house without the cane. 

Also if you would every what to add anything to your newsletter contact Dave 

Roper. 

mailto:daveroper166@gmail.com


See you at the Camp Meeting Sept. 20 2014 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 


