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                                   Commanders Corner; 

 The next meeting of the Major Utz Camp will be held on Saturday, March 22nd, 

at 1pm. This month we will meet at the AMVETS Hall, 360 Brown Road, St. Peters, 

Missouri. We are starting earlier than usual this time because we have a special 

guest speaker, and we need to be out of there by 4pm, as another group has the 

hall booked after us. Our speaker is Mark Morgan, who is a ranger for the 

National Park Service and also the commander of the Lt. George E. Dixon Camp 

#1962 in Belleville, Illinois. Mr. Morgan is an expert historian on many subjects 

concerning lincoln's War Against the States, and will present an enlightening 

lecture on General Sterling Price's 1864 attempt to liberate the state of Missouri 

from the yankee oppression it had endured since 1861. This fall we plan on 

setting up a recruiting booth at the Pilot Knob reenactment (September 27th) so 

this will be a good opportunity to brush up on the history of that battle. 

 This spring will be a busy time for the camp. At our April meeting (time and place 

yet to be determined), Compatriot Rob Graham will be our guest speaker, and it 

promises to be an excellent talk. Confederate Memorial Day at Fee Fee Cemetery 

is just around the corner Sunday, May 4th), and Compatriot Ted Watkins will be 

the keynote speaker. The theme for this year's Memorial Day will be "Our Proud 



Confederate Heritage" and Mr. Watkins will present a talk on his ancestor; 

General Nathaniel Watkins, First Division, Missouri State Guard.  This will be 

followed two weeks later by a recruiting booth we plan to set up at the Hermann, 

Missouri reenactment (May 17th). In June we will have our annual Utz Camp 

picnic on the first day of summer (June 21st). We also plan on doing the full 

schedule of the various gun shows listed in this issue of the Informant. I hope to 

see as many of you as possible at the March 29th Missouri Division Reunion at 

Boonville, as the camp is up for several awards. 

 Last of all, our Utz Camp recruiting billboard is scheduled to go up some time 

before March 22nd. It is located at the High Hill, Missouri exit, and can be seen 

while going westbound on I-70. More than 35,000 vehicles pass that spot every 

day, so I'm hoping we get some good responses (and recruits) from this effort. 

  

 See y'all Saturday March 22nd 

                   Gene Dressel - Commander 



 Chaplains Corner: 

Confederate Chaplain A. D. McVoy described the death of a youthful Dixie 
defender, serving in Gibson's Brigade, 4th Louisiana: 
"When asked how he felt in view of his probable pending death, he said, "I 
have no fears; all is clear. Jesus died for me; I know he will save me. 
Blessed be the Lord." 
His colonel passing by came to his side and said, “Is this you Dawson? I 
am sorry to find you so dreadfully wounded? 
"Yes, colonel, I am dying, but I am going home to heaven. I have tried to do 
my duty. It is God's will, and I cheerfully offer my sacrifice for my country." 
This one soldier will never make the history books with the likes of Lee, 
Jackson, and Forrest, but we should feel honored that the Confederacy 
was filled with such brave young Christian soldiers who fought for our 
Freedoms. 
And gave their last full measure, trusting in the Lord to take them home.... 

 

MOSB CORNER:           

FRANCIS MARION COCKRELL (1834–1915)  

 

Cockrell was one of the “Confederate brigadiers” who appeared in the United 

States Senate following the Civil War; the only difference in his case was that he 

came from a loyal state, albeit a divided one. He was a native Missourian, having 

been born in Johnson County on October 1, 1834, the son of Joseph and Mary Ellis 

Cockrell. He attended a rural school and Chapel Hill College in Lafayette County 

and taught school one term while he studied law. In 1855 he began to practice 

law in Warrensburg. 

In May 1861 Cockrell enlisted as a private in the Missouri State Guard to oppose 

Federal efforts to hold Missouri in the Union. Despite his lack of military 

experience, he quickly advanced through the ranks, and in July 1863 was 

appointed brigadier general. Cockrell’s unit fought in the western theater and 

participated in the battles at Carthage, Wilson’s Creek, Elkhorn Tavern, Corinth, 



and Vicksburg. In the spring of 1864 General Cockrell led his brigade in the Atlanta 

campaign and then into Tennessee with General Hood. He was at Mobile in the 

spring of 1865 when the Confederate forces there surrendered. During the course 

of the war, Cockrell was wounded on five occasions and captured three times.  

Following the war Cockrell returned to Warrensburg, resumed his law practice, 

and entered Democratic politics. In 1874 he was defeated in the gubernatorial 

race, but the next year the General Assembly named him to the Senate. He was 

reelected four times, becoming the second U.S. senator from Missouri to serve 

for thirty years—Thomas Hart Benton had been the first.  

In the Senate Cockrell did little to distinguish himself. Although the Democratic 

Party was in the minority for twenty-six of Cockrell’s thirty-year tenure, the role of 

the minority should be to offer alternative programs. However, Cockrell simply 

expressed opposition to anything the majority proposed. True to his southern 

identification, his outlook was parochial and bound to the past. He seemed the 

classic “Bourbon Democrat,” harping on economy, meaning no federal services 

and low taxes. Yet, in a contradictory vein he avidly sought tidbits from the pork 

barrel for his constituents, which perhaps explains his long tenure in Washington.  

The major bills proposed by Cockrell were private ones such as pension legislation 

and claims for small sums on the part of individuals against some government 

agency. Since the Pension Bureau had formal procedures for persons claiming the 

right to receive a pension for military duty, private pension bills were a waste of 

time for Congress and, all too often, meant acceptance of a claim rightfully denied 

by the bureau. Likewise, procedures existed to handle claims. Cockrell’s course 

hardly lived up to the best idea for governmental economy.  

Cockrell eagerly supported efforts to improve navigation of the Mississippi, 

Missouri, and Osage Rivers at the same time he opposed federal aid to build 

railroads. Here he misjudged the needs of his own state as railroads superseded 

rivers as the major arteries of transportation. 

Cockrell strongly opposed all sorts of reforms. He voted against the Pendleton 

Civil Service Bill in 1883 in committee and spoke against it on the floor, claiming it 



would not be needed if Democratic administrations had alternated with 

Republican instead of the long period of Republican dominance since 1861. In 

other words, he supported the Jacksonian concept of rotation in office. Cockrell 

was singularly insensitive to the needs of the Indians, even opposing the 

guarantee of reservations against the intrusion of homesteaders. He denounced a 

bill to indemnify Oklahoma tribes for lands taken from them by squatters and 

expressed indignation at the idea of “taxpayers” reimbursing the tribes. Instead, 

he desired to see claims against Indians for supposed depredations paid from 

money somehow taken out of the Indian lands. 

In company with the majority of Missouri Democrats in the 1890s, Cockrell 

favored the unlimited coinage of silver to inflate the currency, a position that 

caused his name to be raised in connection with the Democratic 

presidential nomination in 1904. When Alton B. Parker, a stalwart of the 

Democratic Party’s gold faction, emerged that year as the leading presidential 

candidate, the rival silver faction was appalled. Not only had Parker opposed the 

policies of silver presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan in 1896, but he 

had also “traitorously” bolted from the party. Eight years later the silverites still 

had not forgiven him, and with his political ascent, Missouri senator William Joel 

Stone and others close to Bryan rallied behind Cockrell in an attempt to block 

Parker’s nomination. After they failed Parker led the party to a crushing defeat 

magnified by the disaffection of large numbers of silver Democrats who either sat 

out the election or crossed party lines to vote for the popular incumbent, 

Theodore Roosevelt. In the national landslide Missouri went Republican for the 

first time since Reconstruction. The Missouri legislature consequently selected a 

Republican for the United States Senate seat, ending Cockrell’s tenure. Clearly out 

of step with the changing times and new issues confronting the nation, his 

retirement brought only polite tributes to his lengthy service. Roosevelt, faced 

with a Democratic vacancy on the bipartisan Interstate Commerce Commission, 

appointed Cockrell to the six-year term. Cockrell died on December 13, 1915. 

Ruth Warner Towne 

Baker, Mary Ellen Butler. “The Senatorial Career of Francis Marion Cockrell.” 

Master’s thesis, Central Missouri State College, 1961. Dictionary of American 



Heritage Biography. Vol. 2. S.v. “Cockrell, Francis Marion.” 

Towne, Ruth Warner. Senator William J. Stone and the Politics of 

Compromise. Port Washington, N.Y.: Kennikat Press, 1979 

 

Excerpted from Dictionary of Missouri Biography edited by Lawrence O. 

Christensen, William E. Foley, Gary R. Kremer, and Kenneth H. Winn, published by 

the University of Missouri Press. To order this book, please call (800) 621-2736 or 

online 

at http://press.umsystem.edu/Catalog/ProductSearch.aspx?search=Dictionary+of

+Missouri+Biography. 

 

 

     Major Utz Camp Committees, Chairmen and Members 

  

[1] GENEALOGY…. Chairman, Dave Roper; members: Bill Bowden, Doug Neff, 

                                      Gene Dressel, Owen Brown, Ken White 

[2] RECRUITING…. Chairman, Dave Roper; members: Rojer Snyder, Gene 

Dressel, Bill Bowden, Marty Martin, Ricky Hayes, Greg Martin, Rick Hayes, Greg 

Miller 

[3] FUND RAISING.. Chairman, Gene Dressel; members: Bill Bowden, Greg 

Eberhardt  Monte Hopke, Duane Mayer, Bob Fallert, Lawrence Strassburger 

 

[4] HERITAGE……...Chairman, Bob Arnold; members: John Lewis, Bob Bayne, David 

 Hazeltine, Todd Clark, James Jolley, Perry Jones 

 

tel:%28800%29%20621-2736
http://press.umsystem.edu/Catalog/ProductSearch.aspx?search=Dictionary+of+Missouri+Biography
http://press.umsystem.edu/Catalog/ProductSearch.aspx?search=Dictionary+of+Missouri+Biography


[5] TIME & PLACE…Chairman, Bob Arnold; members: Gene Dressel, Ernie Hensley,  

Don Lang, Brad Bludsworth, Al Williams 

 

[6] PROGRAM………Chairman, Gene Dressel; members: Duane Mayer, Rob 

Graham,Don Lang, Doug Neff, Larry Payne, Dan Payne 

 

[7] WEB SITE………  Chairman, Mark Palazzolo; members: Rob Graham, Gene 

Dressel. Bill Bowden, Ben Williams 

 

[8] NEWSLETTER…. Chairman, Dave Roper; members: Brad Bludsworth, Harry 

Cashatt, Mike Roper, Alan Scott, Chris Scott, Dale Scott 

[9] GRAVES RESEARCH.. Chairman, Bill Bowden; members: Gene Dressel, Roland 

Brown, Dave Roper, Ken Moorman Sr., Ken Moorman Jr. 

 

[10] COLOR SGT. …..Chairman Rob Adelson; members: Gene Dressel,  

Bob Arnold, Robbie Graham Duane Mayer, Dave Roper anyone with a CS uniform 

 

 [11] HISTORICAL….Chairman, Gene Dressel; members: Bill Bowden,  

James Martin   Bob Arnold, Duane Mayer, Doug Tipton, Rick Gray 

 

[12] QUARTERMASTER Chairman, Bill Bowden ; members: Jeff Bowden, Jimmy 

Woods III,   Al Williams 

 



[13] CHAPLAIN………Chairman Duane Mayer: members: Rob Graham,  Ernie 

Hensley,            Clois Weaver,    Drew Collom, 

  

[14] JUDGE ADVOCATE.. Chairman, Gordon Baum; members: Ted Watkins, Dean 

Linhardt, Devin Linhardt 

[15] RETENTION…Chairman, Duane Mayer; members: Rojer Snyder, Art 

Deterding, Jeff Snyder, Nate Thompson, Gene Dressel, Dave Roper 

 

Division Commander  

Gentlemen, 

 Sometimes, the best laid plans go awry.  We have been dealt a major change with 

regard to our keynote speaker.  No used to beat around the bush about it, but 

Commander-in-Chief Michael Givens has had to make a change in his own 

employment schedule, due to a movie that is being shot in the State of 

Utah.  Cmdr. Givens is an independent film maker and the film he is working on is 

weather dependent (snow is needed), and the bottom line is that he must be in 

Utah at the same time of our Reunion. 

 We can't let this get us down, right?  After learning of this yesterday, I went into 

motion and have successfully secured Walter "Donnie" Kennedy to be our 

keynote speaker.  If you recall, we had Donnie Kennedy 3 yrs. ago and he was 

fabulous.  Donnie and his brother Ronnie are authors of numerous books, 

including "The South Was Right", and many, many more.  We are blessed that 

Donnie can come on such short notice.  Donnie loves the trans-Mississippi and is 

excited to come back to Missouri.  I truly believe that we will MORE than satisfied 

with the message that Donnie Kennedy will bring.  He will also be bringing several 

books for sale and this will be a great chance to get an autographed copy. 

  



Needless to say, CiC Givens has a great deal of regret.  So much so, that he has 

offered to come to Missouri at a later date.  We will be looking at dates, etc. to 

see if something might be worked out for that.  I myself am greatly disappointed 

as well.  I feel as if I have promised the Missouri Division something that I now 

cannot fulfill.  Please also accept my apologies and regrets.  

  

If anyone has registered and made plans to attend that now does not want to 

attend, full refunds will be offered.  I do hope however, that all will still plan to 

attend this Reunion.  We are still going to have a great time and hear a GREAT 

speaker.  In fact, if anyone has not registered yet, I would highly recommend that 

all do attend, this is a great opportunity! 

  

I am sorry to have to bring this news, but again... let us rise to the occasion.  This 

problem/setback pales in comparison to the trials and tribulations that our 

Confederate ancestors endured, on a near daily basis.  We will NOT let this 

dampen our Confederate spirits!  Please continue to make plans to attend and 

come prepared to enjoy yourselves. 

  

PLEASE GET THIS MESSAGE OUT TO YOUR MEMBERSHIPS... WE WILL DO OUR 

VERY BEST TO LET EVERYONE KNOW, BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP IN SPREADING 

THE WORD. 

  

  

Darrell L. Maples - Commander 

Missouri Division - SCV 

                                               







 



 2014 Missouri Division Business Session Agenda 

Welcome and Call to Order 

Pledge to the U.S. Flag 

Salute to the Confederate Flag 

Invocation – Oliver Sappington/Division Chaplain 

Roll Call of Camps – Paul Lawrence/Division Adjutant 

Introduction of Commander-in-Chief Michael Givens 

Adjutant Report - Paul Lawrence/Division Adjutant 

Chaplain Monument Report - Oliver Sappington/Division Chaplain 

Technology Report - James Bradley/Division Webmaster/Technology Expert 

Graves Committee Report – Neil Block/Graves Committee Chairman 

***** BREAK ***** 

Battle of Albany Report – Linda Emley 

Division Newsletter Update 

Palmyra Massacre Site Update – Gene Dressel 

Action Items 

Missouri Division T-shirts 

Compensation for Division Technology Expert 

SCV Billboards 

2015 Missouri Division/Missouri Society Reunion 

 

 



Brigade Commander Elections – Breakout into individual Brigades 

Division Elections – Nominating Committee 

Commander’s Report 

DIXIE! 

Benediction 

Adjournment 

 

                         March 150 Years Ago: 

Mar. 1 1864- Custis Lee, son of General Robert E. Lee, turns back a force of 
500 cavalry under Ulric Dahlgreen, 2 miles west of Richmond Virginia.    

 

Mar. 2   1864- Fitzhugh Lee (He was Grandson to Light Horse Harry Lee 
and nephew of General Robert E. Lee). Traps Ulric Dalhgreen’s cavalry and 
kills Dahlgreen and 150 of his men. 

 

Mar. 4 1864- The Confederate States of America adopts the Stairs and Bars 
as it official flag. 

 

March 16 1864- Sterling Price takes command of the Confederate District 
of Arkansas. 

 

Mar.16 1864- Nathen Bedford Forrest begins a raid into west Tennessee 
and Kentucky. 

 



Mar. 21 1864- Abraham Lincoln signs legislation allowing Nevada and 
Colorado to become states even though they don’t meet population 
requirements.  

 

Mar. 24 1864- Nathan Bedford Forrest seizes Union City, Tennessee.  

MAR. 28 1864- In Charleston Illinois it was reported 100 southern 
sympathizers vented long–pent- up feelings by attacking Union soldier’s on  
furlough.  By the time the Union troops arrived five men were dead and 
more than twenty wound. It was one of the more severe anti -war 
outbreaks in the North. 

Sometime in March Captain William Quantrill returned from General 
Magruder’s head-quarters in Houston Texas to Mineral Springs Texas. 

By the end of March both Armies hand came out of their winter quarters 
and things were really heating up. 

On January 13 2014. Dave Roper attended the Camp Meeting of the Utz 
Camp South in Nokomis, Florida.       

I ‘am Sorry part of this next Information was not correct in the January 

Minutes. And I would like to personally apologize to Rick Freshwater 

and Peter Carlson for omitting their names.              

10- Compatriots Present:                                                                                                     

Alan Scott                           Rojer Snyder        Clois Weaver          Leroy Woods   

Dave “Jr.” Hazeltine         Dale Scott             Chris Scott               Nat Thompson                

Greg Eberhardt                 Dave Roper 

2- That has signed up with National Headquarters as Friends of the Camp and part 

of our Camp..                                                                                                                              

Rick Hazeltine                     Peter Carlson  

Guest 



Evelyn Arthur                     Leon Arthur          Dave King                                           

Mandy  Bernund               Martha Scott         Paige Knudsen                    

   

 

Two new Members were sworn in Dale Scott and Greg Eberhardt by 2nd 

Lieutenant Commander Rojer Snyder.    

 



 Chris Scott, Alan Scott, Peter Carlson, Rick Freshwater, Jr. Hazeltine, Dave Roper, Dale Scott, 

Dave King, Leroy Woods, Greg Eberhardt, Rojer Snyder, Evelyn Arther, Leon Arther, Nat 

Thompson, Clois Weaver. 

 

 

 

Chris Scott with his # 97 race car and Dave Roper and Dale Scott. 

                                                               

                                                                                     

 

 



 

These next pictures 2nd Lieutenant Commander Rojer Snyder took on 

a recent road trip he took and he stopped in Mocksville, North 

Carolina to visit the grave site of his 6th Great Grandparents Squire 

and Sarah Boone the parents of Daniel Boone the famous frontier 

woodsman.  

 

 

 

 

                                   



 

 

 

 

 



 

A picture of Rojer at their grave site. 

                                                       My Confederate Ancestor 

                  Compatriot Bob Fallert My 2nd Great Uncle 



 

A "SENIOR" CONFEDERATE REPORTS FOR DUTY 

 

Caught up in the patriotic fervor at the outbreak of the war, a lot of older men 

rushed to enlist in the Confederate army. 

Private John Roy, (pictured below) enlisted in the 24th Tennessee Infantry. He 

was discharged in early 1862 due to old age; he was 76 years old and suffering 

from arthritis. 

Another old soldier, Elijah DeRossett of Cumberland County, TN, enlisted in the 

28th Tennessee at age 74 years a veteran of the War of 1812 and Indian 

Removal.  

This is the first photo I have seen of one of these "Senior Confederates" from 

Tennessee. 

Photo and info courtesy: Jessie Byrd. 



 

THE MOLE SKIN THAT GOT A CIVIL WAR WIDOW HER PENSION 

 

In order to receive a pension, Civil War widows had to prove that they had actually 

been married to a soldier. Marriage records were far less consistent in the past than 

they are today, which explains why Charity Snider ended up sending the pressed skin of 

a dead mole to the federal government. Snider’s husband, James J. Van Liew, had killed the 

animal after it infiltrated his Army tent. We don’t know why he sent Snider the skin. It seems 

like a bizarre love token, but perhaps Van Liew and Snider shared an off-kilter sense of humor. 

 

 

 



Snider kept the pelt around for years. By July 1900, when she found herself 

needing to prove she’d been married to Van Liew, she had lost the original letter 

that contained the skin. In fact, it seems she may have lost all written 

correspondence from her husband, which is why she was lucky that he had sent 

her the mole. 

When the letter arrived during the war, she showed the unusual enclosure, and 

the accompanying missive addressed to “My Dear Wife,” to her friends. Perhaps 

because of the mole, four of them remembered the letter years later, and they 

were willing to write testimonials to the government to that effect. 

Snider wrapped the mole skin in her explanatory note and sent it along. She got 

her pension; years later, a National Archives staff member working with the Civil 

War Widows Certificate Approved Pension Case Files got a funny surprise. 

 

Courtesy: The Slate and the National Archives. 

 

                          

                                   

 

                                                                                                                                                                      

Thanks to everyone that helped with this addition of your newsletter. If 

you have anything you would like to add or like to see in the 

newsletter.  

Contact Dave Roper the Editor at 1-618-304-7758 or email 

daveroper166@gail.com 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 


